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Lesson Plan A-1 

TITLE

The Kite Runner- Initial reactions/Synthesis Notes
TIME

50 minutes
SETTING

This is an 11th grade, required English class.  The students are heterogeneous as far as academic levels.  There are 25 students in the class- 18 female, 7 male.  Two of the students need special accommodations- one with a severe hearing disability and the other with ADHD.  Two of the students speak Spanish as their first language.  There are four African American students, 3 Asian American students and 2 Latino/a students, with the rest being Caucasian. 
OBJECTIVE

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

1. Identify the main characters in The Kite Runner (chapters 1-2);

2. Identify all of the elements on the “Synthesis Notes” worksheet in regards to The Kite Runner;

3. Understand the racial distinction between Sunni Muslims and Shi’a Muslims and between Pashtuns and Hazaras and the social significance and implications of each race.
BACKGROUND


The day before the students would have been introduced to The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini and began reading it in class.  They were assigned to have chapters one and two completed by class today.
MATERIALS

1. The Kite Runner
2. Handouts
PREPARATION


To prepare for this lesson, I will have already read The Kite Runner.  Specifically for today, I would have re-read chapters one and two.  I will have taken notes when I read and prepared discussion questions to ask the students about the chapters.  I will have a list of facts that I want to remind myself to address during discussion.  Also, I will have looked up information on Sunni and Shi’a Muslims and Pashtuns and Hazaras. 
PROCEDURE

1. Take attendance, hand out worksheets, and ask students to get out their copies of The Kite Runner. (2-3 minutes)

2. Begin filling out the worksheet as a class.  Warn students that some of the questions may not be able to be fully answered or answered at all yet since they have just begun the book.  Ask for volunteers to begin answering the questions on the worksheet. (5 minutes)

3. Address issues, discrepencies, and confusions that may come up as filling out the worksheet.  Some things to make sure I specifically address: (30 minutes)

a. What could the title The Kite Runner mean?  The first two chapters do not reference the title, so what are initial thoughts?

b. Discuss the distinction between Sunni/Shi’a Muslims and Pashtuns/Hazara’s here.  Briefly give a history of the different groups and discuss its significance.  Both groups of Muslims share the same fundamental Islamic beliefs.  However, due to a disagreement on who should take over the leadership of the Muslim nation when Prophet Muhammad died.  Ever since then, there are two different groups of Muslims.  The Pashtuns are originally from Eastern Iran and are generally Sunni Muslims.  The Hazaras are originally from a central region in Afghanistan and are generally Shi’a Muslims. 

c. Discuss the theme of racism that is already obviously present in the story. Specifically discuss the derogatory terms that are used to describe Hazaras.

d. Discuss the tone of the novel thus far.  What could possibly have happened in the winter of 1975?  By continuing to reference the time, but not give any details about it yet, has the author successfully engaged the reader?

4. Begin Reading chapters 3 and 4 out loud as a class having the students take turns reading. (left over time)

5. As the students walk out, collect their worksheets.
DISCUSSION IDEAS

1. What do you think about the friendship between Amir and Hassan thus far?  Hassan is technically Amir’s servant.  Do you see the differences between the two boys’ power and class play out through their friendship?

2. What do you think about the soldier picking on Hassan in the dirt field?  Do you think Hassan is often bullied?  Is this for racial reasons?  

3. Ali is often ridiculed as well.  He does not seem to really address the issue or fight back.  Is this a problem?  Is this the easiest way to deal with the problem?
BILINGUAL/ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATIONS

1. I will provide the students or any special education instructors the students who work with the worksheet prior to class so that they have time to review it and/or translate it if necessary.

2. If possible, I will provide a Spanish translation of The Kite Runner for the students to use when there is a significant amount of reading.  I would encourage the students to try and read the English version whenever possible.  

3. I will privately ask each student if they are comfortable reading out loud in class. While I want them to be able to participate, I do not want them to feel overwhelmed and embarrassed in class.  If they feel uncomfortable reading in class, I will discuss specific passages the day before that they can practice and I will only call on them to read those passages out loud.
SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS

For the student who is hearing impaired:

1. I will give a student an outline of important facts and discussion questions that I will be asking in class so that it will be easier for that student to follow along with the conversation.

2. I will always be available to meet with the student outside of class to go over the material that was discussed in class in case there was anything he or she missed.  

For the student with ADHD:

1. I will make sure that the student’s assigned seat is near the front of the room in a place with as few of distractions as possible.

2. I will walk around the class the entire time making sure that this student specifically is on track. 

3. I will provide an extra copy of the handout, my teacher’s copy, and my discussion notes prior to the student if need be or to any special education teachers the student may be working with.

4. I will always be available to meet with this student outside of class if they need any extra or individualized instruction.
ASSESSMENT

1. I will informally assess the students throughout the class by paying attention to who is raising their hands and the answers given.

2. I will collect the handouts at the end of the class and compare them to the copy that I filled out.  Since there is often not one right answer for many of these questions and since we completed the worksheet together as a class, I will grade them by giving a check plus (for complete, well-thought out answers similar to the answers on my copy), a check (for brief answers and not every question is completed), and a check minus (for a mostly blank worksheet).
EXTENSION IDEAS

To further extend this lesson, I could:

1. Continue to have the students update this worksheet as they delve further and further into the plot.  

2. Put the contents of this worksheet onto a poster board and display it in the class while The Kite Runner is being read.

3. Focus specifically on each category on the “Synthesis Notes” and compare and contrast different novels according to these categories.
SOURCE OF ACTIVITY

This lesson was created by Kelly Bordes in Professor Arlette Willis’ Curriculum and Instruction 403 class at the University of Illinois as part of a larger unit plan.
RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

1. Jim Burke’s The English Teacher’s Companion: A Complete Guide to Classroom, Curriculum, and the Profession (Third Edition). 

2. Wikipedia.com

3. The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL(S) AND LEARNING STANDARDS

1. 1.B.5d Apply reading strategies to improve understanding and fluency. Read age-appropriate material with fluency and accuracy. The students are asked to read chapters 1-2 and the “Synthesis Notes” handout assists with and assess students’ ability to read The Kite Runner with understanding and fluency.

2. 2.A.5b Understand how literary elements and techniques are used to convey meaning. Evaluate relationships between and among character, plot, setting, theme, conflict and resolution and their influence on the effectiveness of a literary piece.  The “Synthesis Notes” worksheet and the discussion accompanying it addresses all of these aspects of The Kite Runner.
REFLECTION


After having completed this lesson plan, I am very satisfied with it.  I feel that I would definitely use a worksheet like Burke’s “Synthesis Notes” when teaching novels.  I think that it is a great starting point when first beginning a novel.  As I actually thought about each specific category on the worksheet, I realized that it brought up a lot of different parts of the novel that should be discussed.  Furthermore, I feel that each of those categories are extremely important for students to have straight when reading a book, especially one as large and complex as The Kite Runner.  


If I were to teach this lesson, I could do some things differently.  First, I could hand this worksheet out to the students and have them fill it out as they read on their own and then discuss it together.  This way, I could better gauge their own personal comprehension of the book.  Or, I could have the students work in groups to complete this worksheet and then bring it back to the whole class.  I think that may work out better.  The reason I did not do that is because I wanted to incorporate an in-depth discussion and I wanted every student to hear it.  It is important for the students to understand the racial undertones and complex relationships in this novel.
Synthesis Notes for The Kite Runner 
Name________________________________________________   Date_________________________

Directions: Use this page to gather and organize the crucial information about the story.  Use the right hand column to identify one aspect or character that seems vital to the story.  You might determine what is most crucial by asking, “Which of all these (e.g. characters) makes the biggest difference in the story?”  Some sections might by empty when you finish.


-Adapted from Jim Burke.
	Story Title (and possible meaning)


	Most Important Aspect (explain)

	Characters (name, description, roles)


	Most Important Aspect

	Setting (where, when, atmosphere)


	Most Important Aspect

	Themes (idea(s) central to the story; include examples)


	Most Important Aspect

	Plot (what happens)


	Most Important Aspect

	Style (use of language, imagery, symbolism, dialogue)


	Most Important Aspect

	Point of View (tense, reliability, focus, narrator)


	Most Important Aspect

	Design (linear, episodic; use of special form—e.g., letter, journal)


	Most Important Aspect

	Tone (what the story sounds like)


	Most Important Aspect


