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TITLE

Friendships in both “Smoke Signals” and The Kite Runner
TIME

50 minutes
SETTING

This is an 11th grade, required English class.  The students are heterogeneous as far as academic levels.  There are 25 students in the class- 18 female, 7 male.  Two of the students need special accommodations- one with a severe hearing disability and the other with ADHD.  Two of the students speak Spanish as their first language.  There are four African American students, 3 Asian American students and 2 Latino/a students, with the rest being Caucasian. 
OBJECTIVE

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to:.

1. Identify examples of Hassan and Amir’s friendship.

2. Compare and Contrast Hassan and Amir’s friendship with Victor and Thomas’ friendship.

3. Perform and interpret written text.

4. Collaborate effectively in small groups.
BACKGROUND

For this lesson, I am assuming that my students have previously read “Smoke Signals” in class.  So, they have discussed in detail the characters in “Smoke Signals”, specifically Victor and Thomas.  Furthermore, they have discussed the dynamics of Victor and Thomas’ friendship.
MATERIALS

1. “Smoke Signals” screenplay

2. The Kite Runner novel

3. Youtube clip
PREPARATION

Before this lesson, I would have to re-read “Smoke Signals” and re-read chapters 5-6 in The Kite Runner.  I would have to prepare scenes to specifically discuss in “Smoke Signals.  I would also have to prepare a movie or youtube clip to show the class.  I would have predetermined groups and arranged the desks in groups of five.  The previous day in class, I would have reminded students to bring their copies of “Smoke Signals” as well as The Kite Runner.
PROCEDURE

1. As students walk in, tell them where to sit. 

2. Open up by asking the students what they thought of the scene where Assef bullies both Hassan and Amir.  Discuss aspects of Amir and Hassan’s friendship.  Ask students if Amir treats Hassan more like a friend or like a servant.  (3 minutes)

3. Review Thomas and Victor’s friendship. (3 minutes)

4. In their small groups, ask students to discuss and write down different aspects of Victor and Thomas’ relationship.  Then ask them to choose a scene in which these aspects can best be scene in which they need to act out the scene.  Have them prepare to perform the scene in front of the class. (15 minutes)

5. Have each student act out their scene in front of the class and ask them to first explain what aspects they listed and then how this scene represents those aspects. (20 minutes)

6. After everyone has performed their scene, show the students a brief clip from the movie where Thomas and Victor are on the bus and Victor is telling Thomas how to be an Indian. (3 minutes)

7. Closing: talk about the similarities and differences between Thomas and Victor’s friendship and Amir and Hassan’s.  Focus specifically on how Amir and Victor have more power in the relationship than Hassan and Thomas. (5 minutes)

DISCUSSION IDEAS

1. Why does Assef consider Amir to be “part of the problem”?

2. When it comes down to it, does Amir see Hassan more as his friend or as his servant?  Why do you think this?  Can you give specific examples?

3. Why do you think Hassan always sticks up for Amir?
BILINGUAL/ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATIONS

1. I will tell these students beforehand of what we will be doing in class today so that they have time to skim over “Smoke Signals” again if they wanted.  

2. I will also provide these students with a handout of my lecture notes so that they can both follow along with me verbally and visually.

3. I will also ask them if they have any group choice preferences.  Maybe they want to be together so that they can help each other with English.

4. I will always be available to meet with the students outside of class to clarify anything they did not understand.

5. I will take this into consideration if they choose to have a smaller speaking role in the performances.
SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS

For the student who is hearing impaired:

1. I will give the student a handout of the directions or write them on the board as well as say them out loud.  

2. I will always be available to meet with the student outside of class for further assistance.

For the student with ADHD:

1. I will write the instructions on the board so that he or she can both verbally hear them as well as visually see them.  

2. I will take this into consideration when forming groups.

3. I will always be available to meet with the student outside of class for further assistance.
ASSESSMENT

1. I will informally assess the students throughout the class based on their responses, participation, group participation, and their scene choice.

2. Since the students did not have a chance to prepare for this lesson and since some students could be absent for a number of reasons, I will not heavily grade their performances.  Instead, I will use the check plus, check, check minus method (which I would consider as part of the participation aspect of the grade).
EXTENSION IDEAS

To further extend this lesson, I could:

1. Have the students also choose a scene from the Kite Runner that focuses on Amir and Hassan’s friendship (particularly scenes with dialogue) in which they can perform.  A good example will be the dialogue that takes place on pages 37-43.

2. I could show different move clips from Smoke Signals and The Kite Runner.

SOURCE OF ACTIVITY

This lesson was created by Kelly Bordes in Professor Arlette Willis’ Curriculum and Instruction 403 class at the University of Illinois as part of a larger unit plan.
RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

1. I took some ideas for this lesson from a previous lesson I did in a group on “Smoke Signals”.

2. “Smoke Signals” by Sherman Alexie

3. The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL(S) AND LEARNING STANDARDS

1. 1.B.5c Apply reading strategies to improve understanding and fluency. Evaluate a variety of compositions for purpose, structure, content and details for use in school or at work. The students are asked to evaluate both “Smoke Signals” and The Kite Runner simultaneously to find similarities and differences.

2. 2.A.5b Understand how literary elements and techniques are used to convey meaning. Evaluate relationships between and among character, plot, setting, theme, conflict and resolution and their influence on the effectiveness of a literary piece. The students are better able to understand the different literary elements and techniques in each different text by comparing and contrasting them side by side.

3. 2.B.5a Read and interpret a variety of literary works. Analyze and express an interpretation of a literary work. The students are asked to perform a scene from “Smoke Signals” in which they express their interpretation of Victor and Thomas’ friendship.

4. Speak effectively using language appropriate to the situation and audience. Deliver planned and impromptu oral presentations, as individuals and members of a group, conveying results of research, projects or literature studies to a variety of audiences using appropriate visual aids and available technology.  The students are asked to deliver an impromptu dramatic performance in which they prepare as a group but have individual specified roles.
REFLECTION


I am pleased with this lesson.  I think it would be successful and enjoyable in the classroom.  It allows the students to think about Amir and Hassan’s relationship in the context of the bigger picture since they are given another similar example of a relationship in which one character clearly has a more dominant role.  Furthermore, I think it is good to get students speaking in front of the class whenever possible.  This type of activity allows for some students, who are more outgoing, to speak more and for other students, who may be more shy, to speak less.


After reflecting upon this lesson, there are some things I can do differently.  First, I might explain the activity to the students the day before and give them an opportunity to pick the scenes they want to act out before class.  Second, I would possibly consider my picking five separate scenes and assigning groups to perform those scenes so that there would be more duplicates (which there might be the way I have originally designed it).  Even with duplicates though, I’m sure the scenes would have been acted out differently which would also be interesting to analyze. 
