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TITLE

Post-it Reading Strategy
TIME

50 minutes
SETTING

This is an 11th grade, required English class.  The students are heterogeneous as far as academic levels.  There are 25 students in the class- 18 female, 7 male.  Two of the students need special accommodations- one with a severe hearing disability and the other with ADHD.  Two of the students speak Spanish as their first language.  There are four African American students, 3 Asian American students and 2 Latino/a students, with the rest being Caucasian. 
OBJECTIVE

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

1. Understand how to use post-its as a reading strategy.

2. Effectively implement the post-it reading strategy when reading alone.
BACKGROUND


Previous to this lesson, the students would have read The Kite Runner up until Chapter 14.  
MATERIALS

1. The Kite Runner

2. Post-it notes (enough for each person to have 10)
3. Extra pens and pencils
PREPARATION


Before this lesson, I will have had to read over chapters 14 and 15 making notes of where I would ask myself questions, clarify meanings of the text, put a post-it or a note.
PROCEDURE

1. Pass out ten post-its to each student.

2. Explain to them the post-it method to reading.  The following are important points I need to make sure I include.  

a. This is a reading strategy to help you stay engaged with the reading, clarify confusions, promote yourself to think deeper and read between the lines.  I use it when reading novels frequently.  

b. As you are reading, you use post-it notes simultaneously.  You can use the post-its to write a variety of things.  For instance, significant passages, words you do not understand, character or setting descriptions, etc…

c. I often use this strategy if I already know the topic of a paper that is due soon.

d. This strategy can be useful in other classes as well, specifically history.  History textbooks can often be quite dense.  When reading, you can use post-its to draw attention to main ideas, key terms, important people, etc…

e. Explain that it is really useful when students are not allowed to write in their books.  It can, of course, be adapted and instead students can use notecards or just write in their books (if they are allowed to), use highlighters, tabs, etc…

f. To better explain this method, I am going to demonstrate it now.

3. Begin reading chapter 14 out loud in front of the class modeling when I would use a post-it note. 

a. First, I would put a post-it on p. 191 at the very end of the page and reflect about how Amir seems nervous to go to Pakistan? Why? Maybe because he is scared to see Rahim because of his own guilt. I would voice my thinking process out loud.

b. I would continue reading and then use another post-it note on p. 192 where the kites are mentioned and mark it because it relates to the title and the overall meaning of the story. 

c. Third, I would put a post-it on p. 193 where the word “futility” is located and use this as an example of when a student can put a post-it by an unknown word and then later look up the definition and write it on the post-it.

d. The last post-it, I would place on p. 194 near the word “chapan” to remind myself to look up that word later as well.

4. Next I will ask students to read chapter 15 silently by themselves using their post-its when they feel necessary.  I will explain that you do not need to use post-its for every little thing, but that it is helpful to mark important passages, significant quotes, new characters, unknown words, etc…  It is especially useful when reading a large novel over an extended amount of time (like Kite Runner) so that they can refer to them later on.

5. I will let the students continue reading until the end of class and assign them to finish chapter 16 for homework.  I will also ask them what they thought about the post-it method and if they would use this method again on their own.
DISCUSSION IDEAS

1. What do you think Amir’s feelings are about going to Pakistan?  What in the text specifically makes you think that?  

2. Speaking about Rahim, Amir says, “My suspicions had been right all those years.  He knew about Assef, the kite, the money, the watch with the lightning bolt hands.  He had always known.” (p. 192).  Do you think Rahim know about all these things?  Why or why not?  Why does Amir just realize this now?
BILINGUAL/ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATIONS

1. I will let the students know that I will be reading Chapter 14 out loud in class if they want to preview it before hand.  

2. I will also let these students write their post-its in Spanish if that is easier for them.

3. I will ask that these students read as much as they can in class, but I will let them listen to whatever they don’t get to on tape since it will probably take them longer to read.

4. As always, I will be available outside of class to provide any further assistance.
SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS

For the student who is hearing impaired:

1. I will let them know ahead of time what chapter I will be reading in-class and that we will be using the post-it technique.

2. I will teach this student the post-it technique prior to class so that they can just read along Chapter 14 with the class and then move on to implementing the strategy on their own at the same time as the other students.

3. I will be available for outside help.

For the student with ADHD:

1. I will provide written instructions of the post-it strategy for them if that will be helpful.  

2. I will also inform any special education instructor that may be involved about the strategy so that he or she can help the student further implement and apply this strategy.

3. I will also always be available outside of class for further assistance.
ASSESSMENT

1. I will informally assess the students throughout class by observing their participation and engagement in the lesson.  

2. I will informally assess their understanding of the post-it strategy by walking around the room while they are doing it and making sure that everyone is doing the reading and using the post-its correctly.
EXTENSION IDEAS

1. I could continue to have students use this strategy throughout the book so that they become more adapted to it.

2. I could do this another time but use notecards or a type of worksheet instead.
SOURCE OF ACTIVITY

This lesson was created by Kelly Bordes in Professor Arlette Willis’ Curriculum and Instruction 403 class at the University of Illinois as part of a larger unit plan.
RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

 1. The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL(S) AND LEARNING STANDARDS

1. 1.A.5b Apply word analysis and vocabulary skills to comprehend selections. Analyze the meaning of abstract concepts and the effects of particular word and phrase choices. By using the post-cards, the students are encouraged to deeper analyze the meaning and concepts of the text.

2. 2.A.5b  Understand how literary elements and techniques are used to convey meaning. Evaluate relationships between and among character, plot, setting, theme, conflict and resolution and their influence on the effectiveness of a literary piece. The students are encouraged to use the post-its to analyze and evaluate these different relationships.
REFLECTION


I choose to do this lesson because I think that there are a variety of reading strategies that I have learned and use in my everyday life that have helped me read better.  While this post-it strategy is simple, I do not think many high school students use it.  But, I think that if I actually bring it up, model exactly how it is done, and then require them to at least give it a try, they might find out how useful it is.  I use this strategy all the time.  When reading a long text, it is really helpful to have these little notes, questions, clarifications, etc… to look back at.


I plan to regularly introduce and incorporate reading strategies like this into my classroom.  I will not require that students consistently use one of them because different things work for everyone, but I would require students to at least try a few of these different things so that they are at least aware of different strategies.  And, from time to time, I would require that students implement one so that they can improve their reading and comprehension skills.

