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Lesson Plan A-5

TITLE

Student-Led Discussion on House on Mango Street
TIME

50 minutes
SETTING

This is an 11th grade, required English class.  The students are heterogeneous as far as academic levels.  There are 25 students in the class- 18 female, 7 male.  Two of the students need special accommodations- one with a severe hearing disability and the other with ADHD.  Two of the students speak Spanish as their first language.  There are four African American students, 3 Asian American students and 2 Latino/a students, with the rest being Caucasian. 
OBJECTIVE

By the end of class, students will be able to:

1. Lead a successful class discussion (Leaders)

2. Speak effectively in front of the classroom (Leaders)

3. Collaborate a discussion with a partner (Leaders)

4. Listen and participate when peers are leading the discussion (audience)

5. Comprehend p. 50-60 of House on Mango Street
BACKGROUND


Throughout the entire year, students take turns leading the discussion.  Throughout this unit there are a couple of days on the calendar marked as “Student-led discussions”.  I explained the format of this assignment at the beginning of the year and students signed up for groups.  There are eleven groups of two and one group of three.  For this particular student-led discussion, the two students in charge today were instructed to previously meet and prepare questions to ask the students.  The leaders will lead the class in a discussion about the assigned text for that day.  The other students have not yet read the text and so they are taking these notes and making observations as they first read.
MATERIALS

1. House on Mango Street book.

2. Handouts

3. Rubric for student leaders.
PREPARATION


I will have re-read the corresponding pages in the House on Mango Street for today.  The student leaders will have received the rubric at the same time that they received the discussion worksheet.  I will have previously met with the student leaders and looked over their questions.   We will also discuss any type of technology they may be using.  I will also have a rubric prepared to grade the students as they lead the classroom.  I will have already put the desks in a big circle and have the appropriate technology ready to go.
PROCEDURE

1. I will announce the student leaders for the day and ask that everyone give them their utmost attention. (2 minutes)

2. I will sit down and allow the student leaders to take charge.

3. The student leaders will have had to have prepared a power point or some type of visual to display the their discussion questions. (set-up 2 minutes)

4. The student leaders will lead the entire discussion.  I will only jump in if it seems to be unproductive. (40 minutes)

5. When the discussion is over or when there is five minutes left of class, I will ask the student leaders to wrap up and making any closing comments that they want.  

6. I will then remind the students to study for their vocabulary quiz the next day and dismiss them. (5 minutes)
DISCUSSION IDEAS

1. Did anyone have any questions that your student leaders did not address?

2. Any compliments or constructive criticism for your classmates?
BILINGUAL/ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATIONS

1. I will let these students write this worksheet in their native language since they are being completed in class and possibly at a fast pace.

2. I will be available as always outside of class to further assist the students in anything that they did not grasp due to the language barrier.
SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS

For the student who is hearing impaired:

1. He or she will have a visual representation of the discussion questions since that is required by the student leaders.

2. I will also be available outside of class to further assist.

For the student with ADHD:

1. I will provide a copy of the assignment to any special educator he or she may be working with.

2. I will be available outside of class for any further assistance.
ASSESSMENT

1. For the student leaders, I have a rubric that I will use to grade their question formation, presentation, and overall discussion.

2. For the rest of the class, I will require that they hand in their worksheets at the end of class.  I will grade them using the check plus, check, check minus system and it will count as their participation grade.  Students will be aware of the fact that they will receive a check minus if they are disruptive during class.
EXTENSION IDEAS

1. This is an extensive lesson already because it is intended to be carried out throughout the year.

2. I could do this differently, more similarly to the way Burke suggests, which is to put the students in groups (or literature circles) and designate a group leader within these groups.  The group leader than completes this worksheet within his or her group.  The group leader would change every time so that everyone was the group leader at least once throughout the year.
SOURCE OF ACTIVITY

This lesson was created by Kelly Bordes in Professor Arlette Willis’ Curriculum and Instruction 403 class at the University of Illinois as part of a larger unit plan.
RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

1. House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros.

2. This activity and worksheet were adapted from Jim Burke’s The English Teacher’s Companion: A Complete Guide to Classroom, Curriculum, and the Profession (Third Edition), p. 69 
ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL(S) AND LEARNING STANDARDS

1. 1.A. Apply word analysis and vocabulary skills to comprehend selections. The student leaders are asked to apply these skills when developing questions and leading discussion.

2. 1.C.5a. Comprehend a broad range of reading materials. Use questions and predictions to guide reading across complex materials. The student leaders are asked to use and develop their own question and predictions to guide themselves and their peers through the novel.

3. 3.A.5. Use correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and structure. Produce grammatically correct documents using standard manuscript specifications for a variety of purposes and audiences. The student leaders are asked to write out the worksheet as well as some type of visual aid.

4. 4.A. Listen effectively in formal and informal situations.  The students are asked to listen and actively participate while their peers lead discussions.  They will lose points in participation if they do not listen and are disruptive.

5. 4.B.5b. Speak effectively using language appropriate to the situation and audience. Use speaking skills to participate in and lead group discussions; analyze the effectiveness of the spoken interactions based upon the ability of the group to achieve its goals.  The student leaders (and everyone will be a student leader at some point) are asked to speak in front of the class and lead them in discussion.
REFLECTION


I like this lesson and think it is something I will definitely incorporate into one of my future classrooms.  It is important to get students speaking in front of the class as much as possible.  The more students speak in front of a class, both informally and formally, the more they will be comfortable public speaking.  I really like this specific activity because it is formal in the sense that the students need to prepare for it and are getting graded on it.  Yet, it is informal in the sense that I expect students will have to just go with it depending on where the discussion goes. 


I would consider using it in literature circles like Burke suggests too, or some form of it.  I really think it is beneficial for students to have to prepare a group discussion though.  Having them teach the class on a particular section of the text will help them learn the material better and from a different angle, and I think that is a really useful exercise.
Literature Notes: Student Leaders 
Name​​​​​​s____________________________________________________________________________________ Date__________________________________
	Discussion Directors: Your role demands that you identify the important aspects of your assigned text and develop questions your class will want to discuss.  Focus on the major themes or “big ideas” in the text and your reaction to those ideas.  What interests you will most likely interest your classmates.  You are also responsible for facilitating the class discussion.
	Sample Questions:

-What were you thinking about as you read?

-What did the text make you think about?

-What do you think this text/passage was about?

How might other people (of different backgrounds) think about this text/passage?

-What one question would you ask the writer if you got the chance? Why?

-What are the most important ideas/moments in this text/section?

-What do you think will happen next—and why?

-What was the most important change in this section?  How and why did it happen?


	Write your discussion questions here; write your responses to them in the main note-taking area to the right------>


	Assignment for Today: pages________________

Topic to be carried over:

Assignment for tomorrow: pages___________________


Literature Notes: Student-led Discussions Rubric

Names_________________________________________________________________________________ Date_________________________

	
	Above Average (3 points)
	Average (2 points)
	Below Average (1 point)

	Preparedness
	
	
	

	-Partners showed evidence that they worked together.
	
	
	

	-Arranged a time to meet with me prior to the discussion
	
	
	

	Content
	
	
	

	-Correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation
	
	
	

	-Questions appear to be well thought out and go beyond literal facts.
	
	
	

	Presentation
	
	
	

	-Accurately conveyed the information to the class
	
	
	

	-Used a visual to display questions.
	
	
	

	-Spoke Eloquently and appropriately to the audience.
	
	
	

	-Both partners spoke an equal amount of time
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	


