Lesson Plan A

Final House Project 

TIME

This will take place during two 50 minutes class periods. 
SETTING

This activity will take place in the classroom. The make up of the class is 25 students of heterogeneous learning styles. There are eighteen females and seven males. The racial/ ethnic distribution is four African Americans, three Asian Americans, two Latino/a and sixteen Caucasian students. There are two students with disabilities, one is suffering from a hearing loss, and the other has ADHD. There are also two ESL students who are native Spanish speakers. 

OBJECTIVE

Students will recall what they have learned in both books and think critically of how to visually illustrate what they have learned. 
BACKGROUND

Students have by this point in the unit read The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini and The House on Mango Street  by Sandra Cisneros. In both books the concept of the home seems to be very important. Students will be engaging in this final activity that will allow me to see how well they paid attention to the details of the house in the book. 
MATERIALS

-Copies of The House On Mango Street 
-Copies of The Kite Runner
-Rubrics
-Handouts

-Construction paper

-Markers

PREPARATION

The room will be set up in rows. One of the desks in the front of the classroom will have the construction paper and markers for the students. Rubrics will be ready to be passed out on my podium.  
PROCEDURE: Day One 
1. Take attendance (1 Minute)
2. Pass out assignment to the class. Read it with them and make sure everyone knows what is expected of them with the activity. (4 minutes). 

a. They must make 2 drawings. They will have two options:
i.  Option 1: They should split the paper in half. On one side they should draw Amir’s house in Afghanistan when he lived there and then on the other side draw his house when he goes back after ten years. 
ii. Option 2: They should split the paper in half. On one side they should draw Esperanza’s house on Mango Street.  On the other side they should draw what Esperanza’s dream house would be like according to what she has said in the book. 

iii. They will have to write a one page reflection of what they have drawn and why they have drawn it that way. They should make reference to details they found in the book that made them create the house like this. 

3. Students will work on the assignment for the rest of the class period. (45 Minutes)
PROCEDURE: Day Two

1. Take attendance(1 minute)
2. Students will present their drawings and reflections to the class. (49 minutes)
DISCUSSION IDEAS

-How is the notion of the house important in both novels?
-What is the difference between Amir and Esperanza’s experience with their houses?

-Do Amir and Esperanza have similar home experiences in America?

-Do both characters care about the appearance of their home, or does one care about it more than the other/

BILINGUIAL/ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATIONS

I will talk to both of my ESL students after I have given the instructions to make sure they have comprehended what they have to do. They will not be expected to complete a full page reflection if they do not feel like they have the language ability to do so. They will only be required to write half a page and should consult a Spanish/ English dictionary if necessary. 
SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS

For my student with a hearing loss I will make sure that he is provided written instruction of what he is expected to do. I will also allow him to send me his reflection via email so that I can put it on a transparency before class. This will allow him to share with the rest of the students why he created the drawings that he did. As for the student with ADHD I will make that I walk around the room when they are working on the project to make sure that he stays on task. If he needs additional assistance staying on task I will make sure I direct my attention to him. 
ASSESSMENT

Students will be graded according to their, presentation, creativity, attention to detail, references made in their drawing to the book, and their written reflection.
EXTENSION IDEAS

This is a wrap up for the Unit. They have already read both books and have done many different activities. I can not honestly think of anything else they will do with this from here because we will be starting a totally different and new unit on Monday. 
SOURCE OF ACTIVITY

I made this lesson on my own. I asked my group members Liz Gurver, Kelly Border, and Meghan Williams for their suggestions but other than that it was created by me. 
RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

References will be made to both of the books below: 

Hosseini, Khaled. The Kite Runner. New York: Riverhead Books (Hardcover), 2007.
The House on Mango Street. New York: McGraw-Hill Humanities, Social Sciences & World Languages, 2000.

ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL(S) AND LEARNING STANDARD(S)

1.C.5B. Analyze and defend an interpretation of the text.  Students will be asked to think about the scenes where the house is mentioned and create visuals of what they think the houses look like. They are then to write a reflection of why the have drawn the house the way that they have according to their interpretation of the text. 
4B.5a. Deliver planned and impromptu oral presentations, as individuals and members of a group, conveying results of research, projects or literature studies to a variety of audiences (e.g. peers, community, business/industry, local organizations)using appropriate visual aids and available technology.   Students will be expected to give presentations on the drawings and reflections that they have made. One of the components on their grading rubric will be how effectively they have presented the material to the rest of the class. 

3B.5. Using contemporary technology, produce documents of publication quality for specific purposes and audiences; exhibit clarity focus, logic of organization, appropriate elaboration and support overall coherence.  Students will be asked to complete a one page reflection on their drawing that should be typed and follow some other guidelines. They should display a good sense of focus and clarity in their writing as it is part of what they are being assessed on.  
REFLECTION


It took me a while to decide how I wanted to approach this final assessment. Originally I wanted the students to draw all four houses, instead I decided to give them an option of which two houses they wanted to draw. Drawing four houses would have probably taken more time than what is allotted to them so I had to find away to do this activity and still incorporate both books. I also think it is always good to give students some type of options especially when it is an assignment that is worth a lot of points. One thing I will pay attention to when doing this lesson will be how many students choose each book. If I see that all the students choose one book then I will ask the students why they chose that book to see what kind of modifications I will need to make to this assignment. 
