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TIME

One 50 minute class period

SETTING

This lesson can take place in an ordinary classroom.  Desks must be arranged so that they are easily moved to for groups of 2 or 3 once the students are ready to work on the worksheets.   

OBJECTIVE

At the end of this lesson, students will have a better grasp of how to relate three unseemingly connected texts.  (The Kite Runner, The House on Mango Street and I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings).  Students have looked at identity throughout The Kite Runner and will bring that experience into analyzing this text.  This will also serve as a lead in to The House On Mango Street, which, like The Kite Runner, is a coming of age / finding your identity text.  

BACKGROUND

Students have just finished reading the book The Kite Runner.  This poem will serve as the opening lesson to The House On Mango Street, through which students will relate the interconnected theme of identity, which is present in both books.  Students are a little over half-way through this unit. 

My class makeup is: 25 students (18 females, 7 males), 4 African American, 3 Asian American, 2 Latino/a, 16 White, 2 ESL students, 1 ADHD student, and 1 hearing loss student. 

MATERIALS

-whiteboard

-whiteboard markers

-28 “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings” Analysis Worksheets (extras just in case)

-28 copies of the poem “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings”

-Youtube video of poem http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UULYCmFxh4Q
PREPARATION

Prior to class, make sure there are enough copies of the worksheet and ensure that the desks are easily moved into groups of 2 or 3.  Have groups selected prior to class, so that students don't waste time moving into groups.  Have the computer running with Youtube set to play the video. (make sure the video is entirelly buffered.  If it is not, it will skip)

PROCEDURE

Housekeeping: 5 minutes

Listening to “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings”: 10 minutes

Start by telling students that they will be watching a Youtube video which displays pictures while someone reads “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings”.  Ask students to read along watch the video and listen the first time.  Then replay the video a second time and ask students to follow along with the poem on their paper.

Small Group work- “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings” analysis worksheet: 20 minutes

The questions on this worksheet are tough. By letting students sit in small groups of threes, they will hopefully be able to create a cohesive answer that combines all of their thoughts.  However, be prepared to help the class out as a whole.  

Whole Group Discussion: 15 minutes

As a whole class, discuss the answers of the worksheet.  Create ties between “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings” and The House on Mango Street, touching on the main ideas of feeling trapped and yearning for freedom.  This can also relate to class issues present in The Kite Runner, or how Amir feels trapped by his sins of the past..  

Esperanza feels trapped on Mango Street.  She wants to flee and eventually have her own home.  Furthermore, she wants to start interacting with boys, but does not want to end up like her Grandmother, whom she is named after, and be stuck with a man she doesn't love, for the rest of her life. 

DISCUSSION IDEAS

-How are Esperanza and the “caged bird” similar?

-Issues of race are present in all three texts.  Expand on how each character's experiences with race are different and similar?

-How does Esperanza “sing” like the caged bird?  Amir?  The speaker of the poem?

BILINGUAL / ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATIONS

ESL students will have a copy of the directions in Spanish, as well as a copy of the poem in Spanish.  They will also have an English / Spanish desk dictionary to help with any and all words.    

SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS

Any student who has a hearing disability may be moved closer to the front so that they may hear the speaker.  In addition, if an amplifier is needed so that they student may hear, it will be provided by the school, and employed at any time.  For students with ADHD, directions and instructions will be written out and given to them as a handout. This student will also sit closer to me so that I may keep an eye on him.   Also, if the student seems frustrated or agitated, conspicuously let them know that they may go get a drink of water, or ask them to take something to the office.  Any and all IEPs and 504 plans will be followed.

ASSESSMENT

Students will be assessed  +with a ,+,or a - based on their worksheets.  Furthermore, I will be observing how students are interacting with their classmates in the small group discussion.  Last but not least, those not paying attention or participating in the large group discussion will lose points for the day.

EXTENSION IDEAS

If students enjoy Maya Angelou's poetry, I would encourage students to explore her other works, including her autobiography, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.  This book touches on many important issues including racism, rape, slavery, sexism, religion and race.  

SOURCE OF ACTIVITY

While the bulk of this activity I created myself, I would like to thank my colleague, Meghan Williams for suggesting this poem along side the main texts, as well as Professor Willis for assigning the amazing text The Kite Runner in class.  

RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

Had I mentioned Dunbar's poem (Angelou's was in response to us), I would use this site to expand . http://urbandreams.ousd.k12.ca.us/lessonplans/angelou/
http://www.jsd.k12.ak.us/~sleppyj/critanalysiswr.html (worksheet material adapted from this unit plan and this site) http://www.ccs.k12.in.us/chsteachers/ESalona/Poetry_Focus_Links.htm
ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOALS AND LEARNING STANDARDS

1.B.5a- Relate reading to prior knowledge and experience to make connections to related information.

Informally assess students relation of the three texts to one another, looking for how they make connections amongst them. 

2.B.5a-Analyze and express an interpretation of a literary work.

Formally assess students worksheets, which deal with symbolism and meaning.  Worksheets should have details and facts to back up opinions.

4.B.5b- Use speaking skills to participate in and lead group discussions; analyze the effectiveness of the spoken interactions based upon the ability of the group to achieve its goals.

Informally assess student participation in the small and large group discussion.  

REFLECTION

Overall, I'm happy with this lesson.  Again, it's not super creative and fun, but I feel that realistically, every lesson can't involve computers and collages.  While they are nice and strike kids' creative genius, there must be an equal balance of regular classes and those fun, “think outside the box” lesson plans.  Also, group discussion and synthesis really helps students prepare for the future (college and careers) where they will have to be collaborating all the time to accomplish goals.    

If I could do anything differently, I would have pushed this lesson later into the calendar so that the students have more of a sense of who Esperanza REALLY is.  

