TITLE

The Kite Runner Final Project: Kites and Symbols

TIME

This lesson will take place in a typical 50 minute class period.

SETTING

This is an 11th grade, required English class.  The students are heterogeneous as far as academic levels.  There are 25 students in the class- 18 female, 7 male.  Two of the students need special accommodations- one with a severe hearing disability and the other with ADHD.  Two of the students speak Spanish as their first language.  There are four African American students, 3 Asian American students and 2 Latino/a students, with the rest being Caucasian.  

OBJECTIVES

· Students will use their knowledge of the book to pull out key images or symbols that are significant to the meaning of the story. 

· Students will create a kite in groups that displays symbols of the book and shows their understanding of key themes and plot points. 

· Students will write an essay (individually) that shows their understanding of the significance of one or two of the symbols in the book, arguing a thesis along the way. 

BACKGROUND

Students will have finished the novel by this point and will have discussed various important symbols, words, themes and images throughout their reading.  They will have also had plenty of practice writing essays throughout their high school careers so writing a short essay, using quotes as evidence to support a thesis should be very familiar to them.

MATERIALS

· Handouts giving directions for the group portion and individual portion of the project as well as the rubric I will be using to grade them. (see attached) 

· Large poster boards (one per group) 

· Magazines 

· Glue 

· Colored Pencils 

· Markers 

· Scissors 

· The Kite Runner (several copies if possible) 

· Ribbon for the tails 

PREPARATION

· Acquire poster boards for kites. 

· Ask other teachers for help getting magazines for students to use decorating their posters 

· Create and copy handouts for each student 

PROCEDURES

· Pass out handouts as I explain the final project and go over the criteria they will be graded on asking for questions as I explain. (5 minutes) 

· Divide students into groups (pre-arranged) and have them gather up. (2 minutes) 

· Students will first brainstorm what they want to put on their kite and divide up the work. (5 minutes) 

· Students will make their kites (30 minutes) 

· Students will present their kites to the rest of the class explaining the symbols they used and why they think they are important to the story. (10 minutes) 

DISCUSSION IDEAS

· What symbols can you think of that seem particularly important to understanding the overall meaning of the story? 

· Why did you choose the symbols you chose? Why did you put them on your kite the way you did? 

· What do you think is the most enduring symbol in the novel? 

BILINGUAL/ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATIONS

· I will attempt to give these students directions in their own language so that they can have a firm grasp on what they are being asked to do.  I will also try to provide time for them to come to me for help on their essays. 

· I will place them in groups that I think they will work well in, with students that may have shown themselves to be helpful in the past. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS

· I think the handout will be a good resource for the student with the hearing disability.  They will also be able to participate in the creation of the kite and the essay will be a good way to show their understanding of the material and concepts if they have trouble communicating verbally or listening to other students’ ideas. 

· For the student with ADHD I will place them in a group with students that have shown themselves to be able to keep themselves on task, hopefully promoting a strong work ethic for this particular student.  I will also give him the task of taking down notes for brainstorming to keep him involved in the conversation. 

ASSESSMENTS

· I will be grading students based creativity, neatness, relevance to the novel, ability to explain their kite and reasons why they used the symbols they did. On the paper they will be graded on whether they have a thesis, whether their quotes are properly cited and back up their argument effectively, and the overall effectiveness of their argument, as well as length and grammar. 

EXTENSION IDEAS

· Because this is a final project I don’t want to add anything else to it, considering it is quite extensive to begin with. 

SOURCES OF ACTIVITY

Thank you to Professor Willis for allowing us to push ourselves to create such a detailed unit plan.  Thank you to the members of my group for helping me with ideas on this lesson.

REFERENCES AND RESOURCES

The Kite Runner, by Khaled Hosseini

ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL(S) AND LEARNING STANDARD(S)

1.A.5b Analyze the meaning of abstract concepts and the effects of particular word and phrase choices.

Students will use words, symbols, and images that are important to the novel to display their understanding of particular themes and concepts.  They will show these visually on their kites and go further in their papers with one or two these symbols.

1.C.5b Analyze and defend an interpretation of text.

Students must write a paper in which they interpret certain images and symbols from the novel and analyze the meaning of them within the story.  They must defend their argument with quotes and concrete examples.

3.A.5 Produce grammatically correct documents using standard manuscript specifications for a variety of purposes and audiences.

Students must create a visual interpretation of what they think certain images mean in the context of the novel.  They must be able to present a polished piece of art to convey their own arguments.  Then they must turn in a polished paper individually that reflects their ability to produce quality work with a solid thesis.

REFLECTION

I really like this final project because it incorporates a lot of ideas we have been working on into it.  We have been looking at this book as an identity and coming-of-age tale, so making them look at symbols that are significant to Amir’s journey through life is important.  They will also be able to look at the artistic effect of including these works in there.  They will have to work together in groups to get the first part of their grade and then show me their own personal understanding of the novel in their paper.  I think this is a fun and challenging project. 

