TITLE

Figurative Language in House on Mango Street

TIME

This lesson will take place in a typical 50 minute class period.

SETTING

This is an 11th grade, required English class.  The students are heterogeneous as far as academic levels.  There are 25 students in the class- 18 female, 7 male.  Two of the students need special accommodations- one with a severe hearing disability and the other with ADHD.  Two of the students speak Spanish as their first language.  There are four African American students, 3 Asian American students and 2 Latino/a students, with the rest being Caucasian.  

OBJECTIVES

· Students will review figurative language in the context of the novel to better understand Cisneros’ meaning. 

· Students will display their understanding of figurative language by completing a worksheet given to them. 

· Students will provide examples of using figurative and display that they can convey meaning beyond the literal. 

BACKGROUND

Students will have read a large portion of House on Mango Street by this point so they will have read enough of her language to be familiar with her unique style of description.  They will also have been exposed to figurative language throughout their middle and high school careers but probably wouldn’t have applied it directly to the novel they were reading in class at the time.  This lesson will reintroduce this type of language to them and provide them with the opportunity to look at it in the context of the story.

MATERIALS

· Handouts (one per student) 

· Overheads and markers 

· House on Mango Street, by Sandra Cisneros 

PREPARATION

· Set up overhead projector to be used by students. 

· Print off enough handouts for students 

PROCEDURES

· Open lesson by asking students to help define similes, metaphor, hyperbole and imagery, give concrete definitions on chalkboard for them to see. (5minutes) 

· Give students handout and have them gather into pairs or groups to complete the worksheet.  They must read the passages from the novel and list what kind of figurative language is being used. (15 minutes) 

· Go over the answers to the worksheet and ask for questions if there is anyone not understanding an answer. (5 minutes) 

· Have pairs or groups write out their own sentences, one that is just straightforward and “boring”, then redone using one of the four forms of figurative language they just learned about.  They will do this on an overhead they will be distributed. (15 minutes) 

· Each group will come up and present their sentences showing they understand the concepts and can do them on their own. (10 minutes) 

DISCUSSION IDEAS

· Can you give me your own definitions of what figurative language is? Similes? Metaphors? Hyperbole? Imagery? 

· What is the effect of using figurative language? 

BILINGUAL/ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATIONS

· I could give the students who speak Spanish the option to write their sentences in Spanish especially because the book is centered around a Latina girl growing up in a big city. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS

· For the student with a hearing disability I think this assignment would be very good considering all the assignment is written down already and they write their own sentences out as well. 

· For the student with ADHD I would walk around frequently checking to make sure he and his partner are keeping on task, even sitting with them and helping them work if necessary. 

ASSESSMENT

· For this assignment I will collect the worksheets and give them points for completion.  They will have self-graded as we looked over the worksheet together so they will know the right answers.  

· I will also give them participation points for presenting their sentences to the class. 

EXTENSION IDEAS

· I will be extending this lesson on the next day where I ask them to do an in-class writing assignment using the techniques they learned today. 

SOURCES OF ACTIVITY

Thank you to Professor Willis for allowing us to push ourselves to create such a detailed unit plan.  Thank you to the members of my group for helping me with ideas on this lesson.  Also thank you to Stephanie Labayen who helped me create this worksheet for CI 402 and a similar lesson.

RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

House on Mango Street, by Sandra Cisneros

ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL(S) AND LEARNING STANDARD(S)

1.A.5b Analyze the meaning of abstract concepts and the effects of particular word and phrase choices.

Students will have to understand the concepts of figurative language to successfully complete the worksheet given to them and to create their own sentences using those concepts.  They will have to look at the passages given and try to understand the usefulness of figurative language to the overall effectiveness of her story.

1.B5a Relate reading to prior knowledge and experience and make connections to related information.

Students will have already been exposed to figurative language so they will first have to help define the words I ask them to.  Then they will have to apply what they know about those forms of figurative language to the text.

4.B.5b Use speaking skills to participate in and lead group discussions; analyze the effectiveness of the spoken interactions based upon the ability of the group to achieve its goals.

Students will have to work in partners or groups to successfully complete the worksheet given.  They will also have to work together to create their own sentences and present them to the class.

REFLECTION

I think that this is a good refresher course in figurative language especially because they will look at it as an important part of Cisneros’ writing.  It will also be good for them to get a practice in using it because they will be doing a more in-depth writing assignment the next day.  I think the only thing I might change is making this a little more challenging since they are 11th graders. 

