Lesson Plan A

Exploring Names 
TIME

50 minutes
SETTING

This activity will take place in the classroom. The make up of the class is 25 students of heterogeneous learning styles. There are eighteen females and seven males. The racial/ ethnic distribution is four African Americans, three Asian Americans, two Latino/a and sixteen Caucasian students. There are two students with disabilities, one is suffering from a hearing loss, and the other has ADHD. There are also two ESL students who are native Spanish speakers. 

OBJECTIVE

Students will 
· Explore naming conventions. 

· Analyze the underlying connotations of names. 

· Analyze the ways that name-giving practices vary from one culture to another

BACKGROUND

This lesson is part of a unit on identity and coming of age. Part of one’s identity is ones’ names. During this part of the unit students will be reading The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros. The main character Esperanza talks about her name in one of the chapter and what it means to her. As part of exploring their own identity students will also be able to do the same thing in the classroom. 
MATERIALS

-Overhead 

-Transparency of House on Mango Street. 
-- Pen, pencils

-Chalk

-Chart with pairs
PREPARATION

The classroom will be set up in rows. Overhead should be in front of the class with transparency ready for the beginning of class. Guiding questions for the first activity should be written on the board already. 
PROCEDURE

1. Take attendance. (1minute)
2. Begin discussion on Names in House on Mango Street. Ask for volunteer to read transparency out loud followed by short discussion.. ( 15 Minutes)
3. Ask students to take out a sheet of paper and reflect about what they know about the origin of their own names. Below are some guiding questions that they can use that will be on the board for them. (10 minutes)
a. How did you come to be named? 

b. Who made the decision about your official names? 

c. What nicknames do you have? 

d. What names do you like or dislike and why? 

e. If you could pick out your own names, what would you select?
4. Students will then be asked to interview their assigned pair based on the questions on the board to learn more about each other and they will have to share with the class when they are done. (10 Minutes).

5. Students will share what they have learned about each others names with the class. (14 Minutes).
DISCUSSION IDEAS

Below are questions that have been made to generate a discussion on Esperanza’s name during The House on Mango Street transparency activity. 
a. What does Esperanza’s name mean literally in English and Spanish? What is the denotation of her name? 

b. What connotations does she associate with her name? Why does her name mean sadness or waiting? 

c. What images does Cisneros use to make the connotations clear? Why are they effective? 

d. What personal details does the passage include? What cultural information is included? 

BILINGUIAL/ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATIONS

The ESL students will be paired with students who are taking Spanish for their foreign language requirement. This will allow them to work with someone who has some experience with their language. Since I am proficient in Spanish I will personally go to both ESL students and make sure they have comprehended the lesson and further explain anything they may need help with. They should try as best as they can to communicate with their partners in English to continue to enhance their English reading, writing and speaking abilities. 
SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS

I will allow the student with the hearing loss to interview his partner in writing. They will have a conversation on paper about each others name. I will also give him a transparency so he can write what he has learned about his classmate and put it on the overhead so the other students can read it. I will also make sure I have written directions on all of the activities for him so that I make sure he knows what is going on. For my students with ADHD I will pair him up with one of my most focused students so that they can try to make sure that they regain his attention when necessary. I will also make sure I am walking around the class during the interview activity to make sure that he is on task and help however it is necessary. 
ASSESSMENT

I will use some informal assessment for this activity. I will be walking around the classroom as students are doing the interviews to make sure that they are all participating in the activity. Students will receive their participations points for the day as along as that they are focused and on task. 
EXTENSION IDEAS

A possible extension for this activity would be for students to interview some of their family members to see what their names mean. They could then create a family collage with visuals of what their names mean. This is beneficial because family plays a very important role in the Esperanza identity.
SOURCE OF ACTIVITY

Creating a lesson on names and having students interview each other was thought by me on my own. However I did use the following website to expand my ideas, activities, and adapt discussion questions:
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=878
RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

Students will be using their book that they will be reading for this class. 

The House on Mango Street. New York: McGraw-Hill Humanities, Social Sciences & World Languages, 2000.

ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL(S) AND LEARNING STANDARD(S)

1.C.5B. Analyze and defend an interpretation of the text.  During the opening activity students will be asked to analyze the text on the transparency according to the guided questions that they will be given through the discussion. This piece is a good way to get them to think critically about the text in relation to the main character. 

4.B.4b. Use group discussion skills to assume leadership and participants roles within an assigned project or to reach a group goal.  Students will be paired with another person to interview each other. They each have to know their responsibilities as part of that group and should be able to effectively complete the task given to them. When we resume to a class discussion they should be able to use the skills necessary to contribute to the class discussion. Everyone is expected to participate in the large group discussion. Students must be respectful of each other and only one student should be talking at a time. 
REFLECTION

This activity took quite some time to create because I wanted to make sure that I did it as effective as I could. When I found the website that gave me additional resources and ideas I was able to have a better grasp on what it was that I wanted to do. I think that this will be very effective in the classroom and also something that the student will really enjoy. It really allows students to make connections about themselves to characters in the book. The only thing I am a bit unsure about is if I have allocated enough time for each activity. Once I actually do the lesson I will be able to make any adjustments to it for when I teach this lesson again in the future. 
