Lesson Plan A

Reading and Responding 
TIME

50 Minutes 
SETTING

This activity will take place in the classroom. The make up of the class is 25 students of heterogeneous learning styles. There are eighteen females and seven males. The racial/ ethnic distribution is four African Americans, three Asian Americans, two Latino/a and sixteen Caucasian students. There are two students with disabilities, one is suffering from a hearing loss, and the other has ADHD. There are also two ESL students who are native Spanish speakers. 

OBJECTIVE

 Students will analyze a text and respond to text in a written dialogue form.
Students will think critically about how race impacts ones identity. 

BACKGROUND

This lesson will take when the students are in the middle of reading The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini. In the book, Amir and his father are on their way to America and life in America will be different from them than life in Afghanistan. I have decided to add a supplemental reading from another book that deals with coming of age and identity titled Down These Mean Streets by Piri Thomas. The excerpt that I chose to have the students read focuses on the discrimination Piri faces in America as a dark Puerto Rican. 
MATERIALS

-Handouts of Down These Mean Streets. 
-Paper and pencils 
PREPARATION

Desks should be set up in groups of two. The handouts should have already been copied and ready to be distributed at the beginning of class. 
PROCEDURE

1. Take attendance (1 minute)
2. Give students instructions on what it is that they will be doing and allow them to work on it. ( 35 Minutes) 
a. Tell students to independently read the excerpt from Down These Mean Streets.  
b. They should stop and reflect on every section they are told to stop at.
c. They are then to share their thoughts with their partner and allow their partner to respond to what they have said. 
d. The must continue this process until they are done. 
3. Discussion of activity and making connections from Down These Mean Streets to The Kite Runner. (14 minutes)
a. Remind students to be respectful of each other because we will be talking about some sensitive issues. 
DISCUSSION IDEAS

· How did you feel as you read the chapter in Down These Mean Streets?
· What are some characteristics that Piri and Amir have in common?
· Do you think Amir will face similar challenges in America?
· Do you think these issues of racism still exist today/
· What are some ways to work away from racism?
BILINGUIAL/ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATIONS

I will clarify the instructions in Spanish if necessary with both of the ESL students. I will allow them to work together. I will tell them that I want them to communicate with each other in English but if they have to use some Spanish words to express themselves that is fine too. 
SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS

I will make sure I have written instructions for my students with a hearing loss. Since it is a silent writing activity he will not require a lot of accommodations. For the discussion part, hopefully there will be an interpreter in the classroom and this way he can contribute to the discussion too. If not I will write down the questions on the board as I present them to the class so that he will know what we are talking about and he can contribute to the discussion as well. He can write down his thoughts and I can say them to the rest of the class. As for my student with ADHD I will make sure he knows what is expected of him. I will make sure that he is actively reading and writing and bring him back to task if necessary. 
ASSESSMENT

Students will be graded only on completion of the assignment and it will go towards their participation points for the day.  
EXTENSION IDEAS

Students can continue to read excerpts from Down These Mean Streets and compare ways of how the coming of age of Amir and Piri were similar and different. This could lead to a good paper topic. 
SOURCE OF ACTIVITY

This activity was adapted from a similar activity that we did in Professor Willis’s class. 
RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

References will be made to the book that they will be reading as well as excerpts from a new book.  
Hosseini, Khaled. The Kite Runner. New York: Riverhead Books (Hardcover), 2007.

Thomas, Piri. Down These Mean Streets. New York: Vintage, 1997.
ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL(S) AND LEARNING STANDARD(S)
1.B.5A. Relate reading to prior knowledge and experience and make connections to related information. Students will be asked to relate the excerpt in Down These mean Streets to concepts and ideas that they have learned when reading The Kite Runner.  Students are to think critically and make connections to both of the texts. They should also be able connect issues of identity and race from the books to present day and evaluate how much things have really changed. 
4.B. 5b. Use speaking skills to participate in and lead group discussions; analyze the effectiveness of the spoken interactions based upon the ability of the group to achieve its goal.   Students are expected to be actively participating in the discussion that will follow the activity. They should either contributing to the discussion or actively listening when another class member is speaking. Everyone’s participation is crucial to an effective discussion of the issues at hand. They are very interesting issues to explore so it should create a good discussion. Students should remain respectful of each other as some of the issues being talked about are sensitive. 
REFLECTION


Planning this lesson was very thought provoking. I had to pick a passage from Down These Mean Streets  that I would be able to connect well with the part of The Kite Runner that we are in. Some of the problems I came across when picking my passage was there a lot of the chapters in Down These Mean Streets had some explicit language and I was not sure how the students would react to it. However, I found a chapter that I thought would work. I thought this was a good activity to do with them because it allowed them to really think about what they were reading and respond to it. I would like to see what the students write and see how effective doing this activity is with such a serious matter at hand. I also did not know if the time allocated was sufficient or too much so it may be one of the things I modify after doing it once.  Other than that I think this can be a great lesson in the classroom and students can gain a lot from it. 
