Lesson Plan A

Vocabulary Lesson 
TIME

50 Minutes 
SETTING

This activity will take place in the classroom. The make up of the class is 25 students of heterogeneous learning styles. There are eighteen females and seven males. The racial/ ethnic distribution is four African Americans, three Asian Americans, two Latino/a and sixteen Caucasian students. There are two students with disabilities, one is suffering from a hearing loss, and the other has ADHD. There are also two ESL students who are native Spanish speakers. 

OBJECTIVE

 Students will become familiar with new words and their definitions.

Students will be able to identify word and meaning in context.  
BACKGROUND

This is one of the introductory lessons to The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros. Since this is a relatively small piece I have decided to go through the book and pick out some words that the students may not know before they get into reading the book. This will allow them to become familiar with the words in advance and then see how they are used in context as they read the book. 
MATERIALS

-Vocabulary Handouts
-Paper

-Markers

-Pens/ Pencils.

-English Dictionary (10 copies)

-Spanish English dictionaries (5 copies)

PREPARATION

Desks will be set up in the shape of a circle. Each student will have a vocabulary handout on top of their desk.  There will be one additional desk that will have the paper, markers, and dictionaries on it. 
PROCEDURE

1. Take attendance (1 minute)
2. Give students instructions on what it is that they will be doing and allow them to work on it. ( 20 Minutes) 
a. Assign each student a word that they are responsible for.
b. Tell them that they can use their own dictionary or classroom dictionary to come up with the definition. 
c. They will have to look up the dentition, write it on a piece of paper and make a drawing that represents that word. 
d. Remind them that they will be sharing with the rest of the class and that is how the rest of the class will fill out their vocabulary work sheet. 
3. Have students share their word and definition with the class. (25 minutes)

DISCUSSION IDEAS

· Why do you think it is important to know the definitions of these words?

· How will these words be important in the book?

· Based on the words that I have selected, what are some foreshadowing ideas you can come up with about what the book will be about?  
BILINGUIAL/ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATIONS

Since there are Spanish words in the book, I have selected the least common ones and put them on the list too. I will assign each of the ESL students one of the Spanish words so that they can come up with good visuals for the rest of the class. Since they are proficient in Spanish they may already know what these words mean, but their contribution to the rest of the class can be very impactful. There will be Spanish/ English dictionaries that they will be able to utilize to come up with a definition in English for the rest of the class. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS

For my student with a hearing loss I will provide all the directions in writing in case if his sign language assistant is not in the classroom. He will be able to show the rest of the classroom his visual and I will read his definition to the class for him. When each student is done presenting their visual, they are to give it to him so that he can copy the definition they have written at the bottom of it. For the student with ADHD I will make sure that I keep an eye on him and remind him that he needs to stay on task if necessary. 
ASSESSMENT

Students will be graded on their creativity, accuracy, correct definition, and completion of their worksheet for. A rubric will be given to each student so that they know what they are being graded on. 
EXTENSION IDEAS

Students can be asked to write a post card using at least 15 of the new words they have learned. They can imagine that they are in a new place and have learned these new words and language. This will allow them to use the word in context aside for looking out for them when they are reading. Students can also be asked to highlight the word as they are reading the book. 
SOURCE OF ACTIVITY

I created this activity on my own. I did reference the following website to assist me with additional vocabulary words aside from the ones that I had come up with on my own: 
http://www.vocabulary.com/VUcthousemango.html
RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

References will be made to the book that they will be reading. 
The House on Mango Street. New York: McGraw-Hill Humanities, Social Sciences & World Languages, 2000.

ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL(S) AND LEARNING STANDARD(S)
1.A.5A. Identify and analyze new terminology applying knowledge of word origins and derivations in a variety of practical settings.  Students will learn the definitions to new words and will be asked to think about the definitions and parts of speech in order to create a visual for the class. Students will also later encounter these words in the text and should be able to make the connections necessary to remember what the words mean. 
4B.5a. Deliver planned and impromptu oral presentations, as individuals and members of a group, conveying results of research, projects or literature studies to a variety of audiences (e.g. peers, community, business/industry, local organizations)using appropriate visual aids and available technology.  Students will have to present the definition to the word assigned to them to the rest of the class. They should be able to do this in an effective manner so that the rest of the class is able to write down the definition on their handouts. They will also have to use an effective visual aid to further convey the meaning of the word for the class. 
REFLECTION

The overall planning of this lesson was not too bad. First I had to go through the book and look for the words that I wanted to choose. I also had to make sure that I had one word for every student in the class. After using some assistance from the internet I was able to finalize my list and then decide how to approach the activity. I feel that often times students are just given a vocabulary list and expected to find the definitions on their own. I decided I wanted to do things a little bit different and do it in an interactive way as a group. I also decided to implement the visual aspect for the visual learners because I felt like this can really make a difference for them. I really think that this lesson should work out fine in the classroom. I would modify it in any ways necessary after teaching it if I find any discrepancies with it so that it can be even more effective with future units. 
