Autobiography Poem Assignment 
TIME

Class is 50 minutes long 
SETTING

This activity will take place in the classroom. The make up of the class is 25 students of heterogeneous learning styles. There are eighteen females and seven males. The racial/ ethnic distribution is four African Americans, three Asian Americans, two Latino/a and sixteen Caucasian students. There are two students with disabilities, one is suffering from a hearing loss, and the other has ADHD. There are also two ESL students who are native Spanish speakers. 
OBJECTIVE

Students will:

· Be able to understand and appreciate everyone for their unique characteristics.

· Be able to recognize the importance of word choice when describing themselves to other people. 
BACKGROUND

This lesson should enable students to become familiar with each other and create a more comfortable participation based environment in the classroom. The students will write a poem about any personal information they wish to share in the classroom.  Volunteers will be asked to share their poems with the class. They are going to be starting a Unit on identity and coming of age so it is important that they think about their own identity too. 
MATERIALS
- Autobiography Poem Handouts (25) 
- Assignment sheet with grading rubric handouts (25) 
- White Paper

- Markers

-Chalk

PREPARATION

Classroom desks should be set up in a circle. Autobiography handouts should be ready on my desk to be passed out at the beginning of class. 
PROCEDURE: Day One
1. When students arrive attendance will be taken (2mins) 
2. Pass out autobiography poem template handouts and rubrics (1 minutes)

3. Begin a classroom discussion by reviewing different elements, literary devices, figurative language that can be used in poems. Provide examples on the chalk board for specific devices mentioned so that every student knows what is being discussed. (10 minutes).

4. Introduce autobiography poem assignment. Have a student read out loud the instructions on handout and grading rubric. Basically they have to write their own autobiographical poem based on the guidelines in the rubric such as using figurative language. Clarify anything that may be unclear to the students. (25 Minutes).

5. Ask students to volunteer and share their work. (10 Minutes)
6. Wrap- up and dismiss students. (2 Minutes)
DISCUSSION IDEAS

1. Why do you all as students think that we did this assignment in this class?
2. How will this assignment enhance our classroom?
3. What did you guys think about the content in the poems?

4. What was your perception of the assignment before starting on it and reciting it? Did your perception change now that we are done with the activity?
BILINGUIAL/ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATIONS

 Bilingual/ ESL will be given the opportunity to write the poem using parts of their in their native language. They will be encouraged to write as much as they can in English, to continue practicing the language. However, being that it is an autobiography poem about them, if they choose to express themselves in their native tongue that is fine as well. Since I am proficient in Spanish I will personally talk to them and let them know what it is that they will be graded on. 
SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS

For the student with a hearing loss I will make sure that they are able to read the instructions on the paper. If they choose they want to share their poem I will have the overhead projector set up so that he can put it on a transparency and I will read it to the class. For the student with ADHD I will make sure that they are seated as close to the front as possible so that I am able to try to regain his attention whenever it is lost. When he is writing the poem I will make sure that he is not interrupting other kids and try to have him focus on his work. 
ASSESSMENT
Students will be graded according to the attached grading rubric. They will basically be assessed on their ability to use different literary conventions as well as their creativity. 
EXTENSION IDEAS

Since student will be reading Kite Runner and The House on Mango Street they will be able to think about how their identity is similar or different to those of the characters in these books. They will be involved in many different activities that will allow them to explore identity and coming of age. In the future they can even use the format given to them to describe the character in the book. 
SOURCE OF ACTIVITY

This activity was adapted from a Lesson I thought at Oakwood High School during my second semester in the education program at the University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign. The lesson was co-taught by another pre-service teacher, Ms. Whiley, and she provided the template. Other ideas for this lesson were also made possible through Professor Willis class. 
RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

This will be one of the introductory lessons to a unit on coming of age and identity so they will need to have any prior knowledge on the books we will be reading. Some references will be made to the first book we will be reading. 

Hosseini, Khaled. The Kite Runner. New York: Riverhead Books (Hardcover), 2007.
ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL(S) AND LEARNING STANDARD(S)

2.A.4.a. Analyze and evaluate the effective use of literary techniques (e.g. figurative language, allusion, dialogue, description, symbolism, word choice, dialect) in classic and contemporary literature representing a variety forms and media.  When creating their poems the students are asked to write their poems using different literary techniques. They should be able to distinguish different literary techniques and make sure they are using them effectively in their poem.

4A.4a. Apply listening skills as individuals and members of a group in a variety of settings (e.g. Lectures, discussions, conversations, team projects, presentations, interviews) Students should be able to actively listen as I lecture at the beginning of the class. Students should also be respectful of their peers when volunteers are giving their presentations on the poems that they have written about themselves. There should be an appreciation for diversity and no one should be made uncomfortable by any side conversations or rude comments made. 
REFLECTION


This is a very fun and exciting lesson to create. Since I already had the resources I needed it was not too complicated from me to do it. The hardest part became deciding how I wanted to approach the lesson. There are so many different ways one can approach this lesson. This can also be a longer lesson if every student was expected to present their poem to the class and may have taken two days. For the sake of time and other activities that may run over more than one day, I decided to make this only a one day activity. From previous experiences doing this lesson in a classroom, a lot of students did volunteer and the lesson went very well. 
