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Assessments

Lesson Plan 1 Assessment

Synthesis Notes for The Kite Runner 
Name________________________________________________   Date_________________________

Directions: Use this page to gather and organize the crucial information about the story.  Use the right hand column to identify one aspect or character that seems vital to the story.  You might determine what is most crucial by asking, “Which of all these (e.g. characters) makes the biggest difference in the story?”  Some sections might by empty when you finish.


-Adapted from Jim Burke.  (p. 62)
	Story Title (and possible meaning)


	Most Important Aspect (explain)

	Characters (name, description, roles)


	Most Important Aspect

	Setting (where, when, atmosphere)


	Most Important Aspect

	Themes (idea(s) central to the story; include examples)


	Most Important Aspect

	Plot (what happens)


	Most Important Aspect

	Style (use of language, imagery, symbolism, dialogue)


	Most Important Aspect

	Point of View (tense, reliability, focus, narrator)


	Most Important Aspect

	Design (linear, episodic; use of special form—e.g., letter, journal)


	Most Important Aspect

	Tone (what the story sounds like)


	Most Important Aspect


Synthesis Notes for The Kite Runner 
Name_Teacher Copy________Suggested Answers______   Date_________________________

Directions: Use this page to gather and organize the crucial information about the story.  Use the right hand column to identify one aspect or character that seems vital to the story.  You might determine what is most crucial by asking, “Which of all these (e.g. characters) makes the biggest difference in the story?”  Some sections might by empty when you finish.


-Adapted from Jim Burke.  (p. 62)
	Story Title (and possible meaning)

The Kite Runner- flying kites, friendship, hobbies.  At this point in the story, just any guesses will be accepted.
	Most Important Aspect (explain)

Kite( shown on the cover flying about a big city.

	Characters (name, description, roles)

Amir-narrator; grew up in Kabul; everything changed the winter of 1975

Baba-Amir’s father

Rahim Khan-Baba’s best friend & business partner

Ali-Baba’s servant (gentle, polio, lower facial muscles-paralyzed)

Hassan-Ali’s son; Amir’s childhood friend; “incapable of hurting anyone”

Sanaubar- Hassan’s mother; ran off with a clan of dancers.
	Most Important Aspect

Amir( The main character and narrator of the story; Central to events of the story

	Setting (where, when, atmosphere)

An affluent district of Kabul, Afghanistan

Back and Forth between present day (2001) & the winter of 1975

Amir and Baba live in what “some thought was the prettiest house in all of Kabul”


	Most Important Aspect

Something significant happened in the winter of 1975 that has dramatically effected Amir’s life.

	Themes (idea(s) central to the story; include examples)  So far…

Racism- Hazara’s are called many derogatory names (i.e., “mice-eating”, “flat-nosed” p. 9)

Companionship- Amir/Hassan’s relationship; Baba/Rahim’s relationship.
	Most Important Aspect

Amir & Hassan’s relationship- complex because Hassan is Amir’s servant; seems to take the blame a lot

	Plot (what happens)

Not enough known yet
	Most Important Aspect

	Style (use of language, imagery, symbolism, dialogue)

Not a lot of dialogue yet, so far the author seems to be just setting the scene
	Most Important Aspect

	Point of View (tense, reliability, focus, narrator)

1st person point of view; narrator= author.  

Shifts between past and present tense.

Focus is describing the setting and main characters at this point
	Most Important Aspect

Is the narrator reliable?

	Design (linear, episodic; use of special form—e.g., letter, journal)

It appears that the story will be episodic (going back and forth from the winter of 1975 to present day)
	Most Important Aspect

What events occurred in the winter of 1975?

	Tone (what the story sounds like)

So far, it sounds like something extremely life-changing occurred in the winter of 1975 that effected the narrator and the rest of the characters’ entire lives.  It is mysterious and suspenseful.
	Most Important Aspect


Sample The Kite Runner Final Test

The Kite Runner Final Test – The answers, or suggested answers, are in Italics.

Name____________________________________________________  Date______________________________

Part I. Vocabulary (match each word with it’s definition (5 points)

	1. affluent (c)
	a. firm adherence to a code of especially moral or artistic values

	2. nemesis (e)
	b. something transmitted by or received from an ancestor or predecessor or from the past

	3. integrity (a)
	c. having a generously sufficient and typically increasing supply of material possession

	4. legacy (b)
	d. disposition to do good

	5. benevolence (d)
	e. one that inflicts retribution or vengeance


Part II. Character Identification- Write one-two sentences describing each character. (10 points)

1. Amir: The narrator and main character of the story.  Amir grows up in Afghanistan and later moves to America.  His best friend is Hassan who is also his servant. Amir grows up in a wealthy household for most of his childhood.
2. Hassan: Amir’s father’s servant’s son.  He is a Hazara and is described as not being able to do any wrong.  He always looks out for Amir when they are young.
3. Ali: Hassan’s father and Ali’s servant.  He is a gentle, kind man who suffers from polio and his lower facial muscles are paralyzed.
4. Soraya: Amir’s wife in America.  
5. Rahim Khan: Baba’s best friend and business partner.  Amir describes him as his first adult friend.  
Part III. Quote Identification- List the character who said each quote. (5 points)

1. "There is only one sin, only one. And that is theft. Every other sin is a variation of 
theft." (Baba)
2. "In the end, the world always wins. That's just the way of things." (Rahim Khan)
3. "People need stories to divert them at difficult times." (General Sahib)
4. "A boy who won't stand up for himself becomes a man who can't stand up to 
anything." (Baba and then Rahim Khan repeats these words later; either one will be accepted)

5. "Perspective was a luxury when your head was constantly buzzing with a 
swarm of demons." (Amir)

Part IV. Essay Question.  Choose one of the following essay questions to answer (about 5 sentences).

1. The strong underlying force of this novel is the relationship between Amir and Hassan. Discuss their friendship. Why is Amir afraid to be Hassan's true friend? Why does Amir constantly test Hassan's loyalty? Why does he resent Hassan? After the kite running tournament, why does Amir no longer want to be Hassan's friend?
2. What is Amir’s relationship with Baba in the beginning of the book? How does it change after he wins the kite flying tournament?
-Some questions taken from http://www.cincinnatilibrary.org/samepage/2005/tkrquestions.html, http://us.penguingroup.com/static/rguides/us/kite_runner.html, and http://www.teachervision.fen.com/tv/printables/penguin/KiteRunner_SG.pdf

Lesson Plan 5 Assessment:

Literature Notes: Student Leaders 
Name​​​​​​s____________________________________________________________________________________ Date__________________________________
	Discussion Directors: Your role demands that you identify the important aspects of your assigned text and develop questions your class will want to discuss.  Focus on the major themes or “big ideas” in the text and your reaction to those ideas.  What interests you will most likely interest your classmates.  You are also responsible for facilitating the class discussion.
	Sample Questions:

-What were you thinking about as you read?

-What did the text make you think about?

-What do you think this text/passage was about?

How might other people (of different backgrounds) think about this text/passage?

-What one question would you ask the writer if you got the chance? Why?

-What are the most important ideas/moments in this text/section?

-What do you think will happen next—and why?

-What was the most important change in this section?  How and why did it happen?


	Write your discussion questions here; write your responses to them in the main note-taking area to the right------>


	Assignment for Today: pages________________

Topic to be carried over:

Assignment for tomorrow: pages___________________


Lesson Plan 5 Rubric:

 Literature Notes: Student-led Discussions Rubric

Names_________________________________________________________________Date_________________________

	
	Above Average (3 points)
	Average (2 points)
	Below Average (1 point)

	Preparedness
	
	
	

	-Partners showed evidence that they worked together.
	
	
	

	-Arranged a time to meet with me prior to the discussion
	
	
	

	Content
	
	
	

	-Correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation
	
	
	

	-Questions appear to be well-thought out and go beyond literal facts.
	
	
	

	Presentation
	
	
	

	-Accurately conveyed the information to the class
	
	
	

	-Used a visual to display questions.
	
	
	

	-Spoke Eloquently and appropriately to the audience.
	
	
	

	-Both partners spoke an equal amount of time
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	


