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Character Maps 

TIME

One 50 minute class period

SETTING

This lesson will be taught in an ordinary classroom. The class make up is as follows:

25 students (18 females, 7 males), 4 African American, 3 Asian American, 2 Latino/a, 16 White, 2 ESL students, 1 ADHD student, and 1 hearing loss student. 

OBJECTIVE

Students will think critically about the different factors that affect identity.  Specifically, what areas of Esperanza and Amir's lives make them who they are.  By the end of this class, students should have synthesized the similarities and differences in Esperanza and Amir's identities. 

BACKGROUND

The students have just finished reading The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros and The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini. Students have also finished several activities on their personal identity. activity will enable them to think about the two main characters and compare some of the similarities and differences that these characters have with one another.  

MATERIALS

-28 copies of both Character Traits Handouts

Students should have: (keep extras in classroom in case anyone forgets)

-Copies of The House on Mango Street 

-Copies of The Kite Runner 

-Journals 

-Pens and Pencils

PREPARATION

Prior to the lesson make sure that there are enough copies of the character traits worksheets ready to go.  Also have directions printed out for ESL students (in Spanish) and students with disabilities.  Students' desk should be set in rows as they will be doing an individual activity. 

PROCEDURE

Housekeeping: 5 minutes

Introduction: 10 minutes

When students arrive to classroom pass out hand outs for the first activity.  Have a short discussion relating back to the identity multimedia projects and the autobiographical poems.  Ask students what areas they feel made them who they are.  Relate this to the characters of Esperanza and Amir.

Individual work: 20 minutes

Instruct students to complete the handout for Amir and Esperanza. Tell students they should be looking in the book for examples to support what they have written down.  Page numbers are necessary.  Using direct quotes and backing it up with detail will get more points. Using the book will make the students need more time to complete the worksheet. 

Closing Discussion: 10 minutes

We will have a discussion based on what the students have written.

Homework: Students will write a two - three page journal.  Answering the following questions: 

Reflect upon your family, and how you feel as a part of it.  How does your family affect who you are?  Has there ever been a time where you have felt like an outsider amongst your family? Why?  How did you deal with that situation?  Has your opinion or understanding of family and identity changed since the beginning of this unit?  Reflect back upon when you were young.  How has the definition of yourself and your family changed?  Is there anything you'd like to explore within your family dynamic?

DISCUSSION IDEAS

-How are Amir and Esperanza similar?

-How are Amir and Esperanza different? (social economic status, marriage, etc.) 

-What makes Amir's experience unique?

-How does their identity impact how they are treated by others?

-How does their culture impact their identity?

BILINGUAL/ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATIONS

The ESL students will be allowed to use a Spanish/ English dictionary to help write their thoughts of each character on the character trait worksheet. I will also have a copy of the directions in Spanish for them so that they know exactly what they should be doing.

SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS

The student with a hearing loss will be given written directions so that he is able to complete the worksheet.  He may be moved closer to the front so that he may hear the speaker.  In addition, if an amplifier is needed so that he may hear, it will be provided by the school, and employed at any time. I will make sure that the student with ADHD is sitting close to the front of the classroom so that I can monitor his behavior as well as make sure that he is staying on task.  Any and all IEPs and 504 plans will be followed.

ASSESSMENT

The students will be graded on completion of the assignment.  The assignment will be assessed with a ,+, or - based on level of completion and complexity (and support) of answers.

Homework will be graded with the following rubric:


4
3
2
1

Content of work/ 
responses to questions
Your response is thorough.   You make meaningful connections to important ideas from the lesson.  You draw upon previous knowledge and/or connect your response to larger issues.  You support your responses with relevant details and accurate facts. 
Your response is adequate but could be more thorough. You make some connections to ideas from the lesson. You support  your responses with some details and facts, but they are not completely accurate. 
Your responses is incomplete.  The connections you make to other ideas or information are weak. You provide only weak or incomplete supporting evidence. 


Your response is random or unrelated to the questions asked.  Your writing is disorganized and unconnected to any important ideas. 



Personal reflection
Your reflections are thoughtful and complete.  You reveal personal feelings about the topic.  You reflect on personal experiences related to the topic. You use humor, questioning, and other techniques that probe for deeper meaning.
Your reflections are adequate, but could be more thoughtful. You reveal some personal feelings about the topic. You mention personal experiences but don't reflect on them. You use some humor or questioning in your writing. 
Your reflections are brief.  You reveal very little about your personal feelings or experiences.  There is little reflection or questioning; it sounds as if you're not really interested in the topic.
Your reflection is limited or superficial. You don't reveal any personal feelings or ideas. 

Self-assessment
You describe how your understanding has changed using specific, meaningful examples. You make comparisons between what you understood before and what you understand now.  You raise important questions for further exploration, or describe new topics you'd like to learn. 
You describe how your understanding has changed and give some examples. You make comparisons between what you understood before and what you understand now. you briefly mention new questions or topics for exploration. 
You provide some information about how your understanding has changed. You don't include any examples. You provide only limited comparison between what you understood before and what you understand now.
You don't reveal anything about how your understanding of the issue has changed. 







**Rubric adapted from http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/discrim/ru_rajr_print.asp
EXTENSION IDEAS

This activity can be extended to having the students pick one of the characters and write a longer paper on how their identity impacts their life and vice versa. They can use the examples from the work sheet as a guideline for their paper. This would help students further think about character identity formation and family. 

SOURCE OF ACTIVITY

I thought about the activity on my own but found the handout online to help support my ideas. The handouts were adopted from the following website: 

http://www.educationoasis.com/curriculum/GO_pdf/character_map.pdf
http://www.educationoasis.com/curriculum/GO_pdf/Character_map_boy.pdf
Thank you also to my group mates for inspiration and Professor Willis for the texts we have chosen for  our students to read.  We wouldn't be teaching them without having read them in CI 403.

RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

Students will be referring both books we read during this unit. The books are cited below:

Hosseini, Khaled. The Kite Runner. New York: Riverhead Books (Hardcover), 2007.


The House on Mango Street. New York: McGraw-Hill Humanities, Social Sciences & World Languages, 2000.

ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL(S) AND LEARNING STANDARD(S)

1.B.5a- Relate reading to prior knowledge and experience to make connections to related information.

Informally assess students' relation of the two texts, as well as how they relate it to their everyday life, especially their family.  Students should demonstrate ample understanding of character identity (discussed in great length in prior classes) on the worksheet. 

1.C.5f Use tables, graphs and maps to challenge arguments, defend conclusions and persuade others.

Formally assess students arguments on the “character maps” worksheet.  Statements must be supported by textual evidence.  

3.C.5a- Communicate information and ideas in narrative, informative and persuasive writing with clarity and effectiveness in a variety of written forms using appropriate traditional format; adapt content, vocabulary, voice and tone to the audience, purpose and situation

Formally assess students' homework reflections, looking for “good” grammar and rhetorical skills.  Reflection should take on a more casual and personal tone.  However, all questions presented in prompt must be answered.

REFLECTION

I feel that individual work that leads into a class discussion is the best way for students to really understand the topics they are studying.  Furthermore, I feel that the homework reflection paper is not only a good way for students to examine themselves and their families, but also is a way for me to get to know my students better, without the pressure (on them) of having to talk to me one on one.  

