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Introduction to Identity: Multimedia Presentation

TIME

Approximately three 50 minute class periods

SETTING

This setting can take place in an ordinary classroom.  However, the classroom must have wireless access as students will be using laptops do complete their project and do research. Laptops must have  Powerpoint, imovie or Movie Maker, Windows Media Player and Internet access. Furthermore, a screen and projection system linked to the computer must also be available for student usage

OBJECTIVE

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to define the term “identity”, as well have a better understanding and knowledge of themselves and their fellow classmates.  In addition, as students share personal details and background, a sense of community and bond will be created amongst the students.  This lesson also serves as an introduction to the unit on identity.  Both texts that will be used in the coming weeks focus on the theme of identity and coming of age.  Eventually, students will make comparisons between their self identity and the identity of their classmates, as well as the identities of the characters in the upcoming texts they will be reading. Furthermore, students will gain more experience with technology related projects and have a better knowledge of programs like movie maker or powerpoint. 

BACKGROUND

All students have taken a mandatory technology class as a sophomore and therefore have decent knowledge of media programs (imovie, Microsoft Movie Maker, Powerpoint, etc.)  Furthermore, because this is an introduction lesson to the idea of identity, we will start with a discussion of what identity is and then move into the project.  This should give students enough background to reflect on who they are, and what makes them the person they choose to be.  

My class makeup is: 25 students (18 females, 7 males), 4 African American, 3 Asian American, 2 Latino/a, 16 White, 2 ESL students, 1 ADHD student, and 1 hearing loss student. 

MATERIALS

· 25 laptops (one for each student; pre-book laptop cart from lab)

· white board markers

· list of discussion questions

PREPARATION

The laptop cart must be checked out of the lab prior to teaching this lesson. The desks must be arranged in such a fashion to allow for good discussion.   

PROCEDURE

Housekeeping should be taken care of during morning announcements.

Opening Journal: 10 minutes

Have students complete a short journal in which they answer the question: “How do you define yourself and why?”

Discussion: 15 minutes

Start by asking students to share what they have written in their journals.  Next, ask: Is there a word for how one defines himself?  If no students say “Identity”,  ask “What is identity?” Write their answers on the board and then talk about some of the differences between certain answers and why different students might give such varied answers.  Discussion should also include questions listed in the “discussion ideas” section.  

Assign the identity multimedia project:

You are to create a multimedia project that represents your identity.  You may use any program you choose, including, but not limited to: Powerpoint, imovie, movie maker.  The goal is to creatively represent who you are.  You may want to include information on your family history, birthplace, unique characteristics, accomplishments, talents, or career goals.  If you get lost or stuck, return to your notes on our discussion of identity.  Furthermore, there is no “wrong” or “right” answer.  This is about YOU!  Show the classmates who you identify yourself as.  Projects will be presented on Thursday & Friday.  You are also to prepare a one rationale to explain your visual media.  You will relate this information in the rationale to your classmates (without reading directly off the paper)  Presentation and rationale should be 3-7 minutes long.  

**students will have the rest of class to finish their multimedia projects** 

Students will complete their multimedia projects at home (if they have the proper software).  For students who do not have computers or Internet access, School labs are also available before and after school. 

DISCUSSION IDEAS

· What 3 words would you choose to best describe yourself? 

· Why do those words accurately describe you? 

· What 3 words would your family or friends use to describe you? 

· How accurate are other's descriptions of you? 

· What 3 words do you want to describe yourself as 10 years from now? 

· Do you alone form your identity?  If not, who aides in the formation of your identity?

BILINGUAL / ESL  AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATIONS

Students who are more comfortable writing the opening journal entry in their first language may do so, but they must also provide some type of translation of the entry.  In addition, because the presentation is mostly visual, there shouldn't be a huge problem with that portion.  However, they may speak in their native language, but must also translate this into English so that his / her classmates will understand what they are trying to express through their visual presentation.  

SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS

Any student who has a hearing disability may be moved closer to the front so that they may hear the speaker.  In addition, if an amplifier is needed so that they student may hear, it will be provided by the school, and employed at any time.  For students with ADHD, directions and instructions will be written out and given to them as a handout. This student will also sit closer to me so that I may keep an eye on him.   Also, if the student seems frustrated or agitated, conspicuously let them know that they may go get a drink of water, or ask them to take something to the office.  Any and all IEPs and 504 plans will be followed.

ASSESSMENT


Excellent
Good 
Needs Improvement

DELIVERY
3
2
1

Speaks clearly and

distinctly.
Clear and correct

speech
Slightly unclear speech,

volume too low/high
Unclear; often cannot

be heard

Presents information

in an interesting and

logical sequence.
Information

interesting, easy

to follow
Interesting information,

unclear format
unclear format

illogical sequence;

hard to follow

Makes eye contact 
Often
Makes effort
Rarely

Stands straight,

facing the audience.
Good posture,face to audience
Looks away, slouches
Slouches, sways,

turns back to audience

CONTENT




Visual media
Accurately displays theme of identity; excellent & thorough understanding of self-identity
Somewhat displays theme of identity; decent understanding self-identity
Little or no presentation of present theme of identity; poor understanding of self-identity

Quality
Project clearly shows student has put in time and effort 
Project somewhat shows effort and work 
Little or no time and effort spent on the project 

Graphics/

Pictures
10-12 

graphics
7-9 

graphics
4-6 

graphics

Attractiveness
Attractive to the eye
Colorful
Not much color












_____/ 24 points

EXTENSION IDEAS

Encourage students to keep exploring their self-identity.  http://ettcweb.lr.k12.nj.us/forms/iampoem.htm
has a great form where students can  fill in the answers, and it creates an “I am” poem.  We can also encourage students to keep a journal at home as well, in order to explore what happens in everyday life to create who they are.  Last but not least, students may create a “time capsule letter” now, and retrieve it right before they graduate.  They will see if they have changed since our class, and judge if they see themselves the same way.

SOURCE OF ACTIVITY

This lesson was largely inspired by the autobiographical poems we created as pre-teachers in CI 403 with Professor Willis.  Identity is a pertinent theme in many works of literature, and also a huge part of high schoolers' lives.  Thank you to Professor Willis for the help, as well as opportunity to read the texts that our students will be using in the classroom.  

RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

-Microsoft downloads aren't free but available from http://www.microsoft.com/
-More information about teens developing self identity.   http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FY769
ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOALS AND LEARNING STANDARDS 

3.B.5- Using contemporary technology, produce documents of publication quality for specific purposes and audiences; exhibit clarity of focus, logic of organization, appropriate elaboration and support and overall coherence.

Formally assess student's presentation based on usage of technology, and how well the student follows the directions given.  Presentation should be clear and focused around the theme of identity, well put together and creative.

4.B.5a- Deliver planned and impromptu oral presentations, as individuals and members of a group, conveying results of research, projects or literature studies to a variety of audiences (e.g., peers, community, business. industry, local organizations) using appropriate visual aids an available technology.

Formally assess students' verbal rationale of their project.  Look for good speaking skills and well planned delivery.

3.B.4a- Produce documents that exhibit a range of writing techniques appropriate to purpose and audience, with clarity of focus, logic of organization, appropriate elaboration and support and overall coherence. 

Both the pre-lesson journal and the 1 page rationale will be formally assessed based on organization and flow of the paper.  Both will be assessed with a ,+, -  

REFLECTION

Though I have not taught this lesson, I feel it would be a good way to introduce “identity” as a major theme that is present in both everyday life, as well as characters' lives in literature.  By recognizing what creates them as a person, students may also be able to recognize the identity of the characters that they will be introduced to in the coming texts.  While this lesson isn't extremely interesting or exciting, it serves as an introduction to texts with some serious underlying themes that run alongside the theme of identity.  

