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A Class Based Power Crime

TIME

One 50 minute class period

SETTING

This lesson will be taught in an ordinary classroom. The class make up is as follows:

25 students (18 females, 7 males), 4 African American, 3 Asian American, 2 Latino/a, 16 White, 2 ESL students, 1 ADHD student, and 1 hearing loss student. 

OBJECTIVE

Through this lesson students will focus on the underlying issues of power and class presented by the rape scene.  We hope that students will realize that this scene is not about sexuality at all, but the need to assert power over another person.  Rape is a physical attack, "an act of violence in which sex is used as a weapon”.  We hope this discussion of such a sensitive issue will help students communicate more openly about the issue, as well as explore the power dynamics in the novel.

BACKGROUND

Students have just finished reading the scene in which Hassan is raped by Assef, the sadistic bully.  Obviously, we have given the students a warning about the sensitive material they would be reading.  This is the first time that we will be discussing this scene in the novel.   Before starting the lesson, review the ground rules of the classroom.  

MATERIALS

-Copies of  The Kite Runner 

-White board / white board markers

-Journals 

-Pens and Pencils

PREPARATION

Prior to the lesson, ensure that desks are arranged in such a way that encourages discussion and dialog.  

PROCEDURE

Housekeeping: 5 minutes

Opening Journal: 10 minutes

Give the students 10 minutes to free write how they felt about last night's reading.  

Open discussion about journals / last night's readings: 15 minutes

First, answer any questions that the students may have about the reading.  Then,  this time will be free for students to talk about the rape scene.  I will ask guiding questions in case the discussion gets stale, but will not intervene too much if the discussion is lively.  Furthermore, while my students are more mature, I will caution them to be sensitive about this issue. 

Write a letter: 20 minutes

Students will have the rest of the class period to write a letter.  Their options are:

-Write a letter to Mr. Hosseini about his book, The Kite Runner.  Ask him any questions you may have regarding the book, or the rape scene in particular.  

-Write a letter to Hassan from Amir's perspective.  This letter must occur after the rape scene

-Write a letter to Amir from Hassan's perspective.  This letter must occur after the rape scene.

DISCUSSION IDEAS

-Assef does not rape Hassan for pleasure, but rather to assert power over Hassan. 

-Notice how material circumstances (class, gender, nationality, age) contribute to—perhaps even determine—access to power. Track shifts of power that occur in the novel—for Baba, Amir, Hassan, Soraya, Assef.

-In what ways does Hassan have power over Amir, though Amir’s position is one of wealth and privilege?

-At a key point in the story, Hassan refuses to defend himself. Can his decision be seen as an exercise of power? To what extent is his choice culturally determined? How does being an American reader shape your reaction to his choice?

BILINGUAL/ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATIONS

The ESL students will be allowed to also turn in a one page reflection of the discussion in Spanish so they may receive their participation points for the day.  Often, it is hard for them to keep up with discussion, so this allows them to do so at their own pace.  However, there must also be a version translated into English. I will also have a copy of the directions in Spanish for each of them so that they know exactly what kind of letter they should be writing.  Students are allowed to write in their native language for journal entry and the letter but must provide a translation into English. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS

The student with a hearing loss will be given written directions so that he is able to complete the group work.  In addition, if an amplifier is needed so that he may hear better, it will be provided by the school, and employed at any time. The student with hearing loss may also turn in a page reflection of the discussion in case they feel awkward speaking in the large group. I will make sure that the student with ADHD is sitting close to the front of the classroom so that I can monitor his behavior as well as make sure that he is staying on task. Also, if the student seems frustrated or agitated, I will conspicuously let them know that they may go get a drink of water, or ask them to take something to the office.  Any and all IEPs and 504 plans will be followed.

ASSESSMENT

The journal will be assessed with a ,+, or - based on level of completion and complexity (and support) of answers

Participation points will be given to those who are active in the discussion.

Letters will be formally assessed for grammar, punctuation and spelling.

EXTENSION IDEAS

Make sure to give students any kind of resource information on rape counselors that are available.  If a student wishes to look into the power codes that are present in The Kite Runner I would suggest doing some research about Afghani history and caste system.  

SOURCE OF ACTIVITY

This lesson was based upon Meghan William's group lesson plan presented in CI 403.  While the activities are different, I knew I wanted to use this scene because it is so provocative, and would most likely spur an excellent discussion.  Also, thank you to Professor Willis to introducing us to this amazing text.

RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

Discussion questions adopted from www.uta.edu/uac/file_download/25 

Information about rape http://www.iejs.com/Law/Criminal_Law/Rape.htm
ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL(S) AND LEARNING STANDARD(S)

3.A.5- Produce grammatically correct documents using standard manuscript specifications for a variety of purposes and audiences.

Formally assess students letters for errors in punctuation, grammar, spelling etc.  

1.C.5a -Use questions and predictions to guide reading across complex materials

Informally assess students discussion participation.  They should be asking questions and answering others. 

1.C.5d – Summarize and make generalizations from content and relate them to the purpose of the material.

Informally assess students ability to tie information and summarizations gained from discussion and personal knowledge into the letter they will be writing.  

REFLECTION

Overall, this was the hardest lesson plan for me to write.  Because it deals with such heavy issues, I fear my students will shy away from it, or become immature.  By treating the rape scene in a mature fashion, however, will hopefully show my students that rape, unfortunately is a part of society, and must be talked about like any other issue.  Furthermore, I am glad I am giving students an opportunity to speak up, should they have experienced sexual assault of any kind.

