TITLE

Being Different: Identity as a foreigner with The Kite Runner and excerpts from Accidental Asian 

TIME

This lesson will take place in a typical 50 minute class period 

SETTING

This is an 11th grade, required English class.  The students are heterogeneous as far as academic levels.  There are 25 students in the class- 18 female, 7 male.  Two of the students need special accommodations- one with a severe hearing disability and the other with ADHD.  Two of the students speak Spanish as their first language.  There are four African American students, 3 Asian American students and 2 Latino/a students, with the rest being Caucasian.   

OBJECTIVES

· Students will make connections between Amir’s experience being an immigrant and coming back to his homeland and Eric’s experience being first generation American. 

· Students will use quotes from both books to understand the characters’ struggles in a concentrated way. 

· Students will draw their own book covers to show their identity and how they personally feel different in school, at home, or in society. 

BACKGROUND

Students have been reading The Kite Runner for three weeks.  They will have read about Amir’s journey back to Afghanistan.  They will have already discussed Amir’s transition to being an American and how that differs from other immigrant experiences so this will be familiar territory to discuss.  The students will also have already done an identity power point where they map out their own identity and present it to the class.  This assignment will ask them to take a particular aspect of their identity and discuss how that has made them feel like an outsider to the world they live in.   

MATERIALS

· Excerpts from Accidental Asian and The Kite Runner on a handout (see attached) 

· Blank computer paper (1 per student) 

· Markers 

· Crayons 

· Colored Pencils 

· Accidental Asian book to show cover as example 

· My own example of what a book cover could look like 

PREPARATION

· Bring in colored pencils, markers and crayons from home for students to use 

· Have paper for each student to make their book covers on 

· Handout of the quotes and assignment printed out for each student. 

PROCEDURES

· I will pass out handouts with quotes on them, while we have a brief discussion of chapter 19 which was last night’s reading (5 minutes) 

· We will read the quotes from both books out loud and discuss similarities/differences between them (10 minutes) 

· We will look at feeling different in school and society and pass around the cover from Accidental Asian discussing what it may mean in terms of the story. (10 minutes) 

· Students will draw book covers that reflect their identity and an aspect of their identity that makes them feel different than the people around them. (20 minutes) 

· Students will volunteer to present their book covers and explain them to the class relating it to the readings somehow. (5 minutes) 

DISCUSSION IDEAS

· What did you find important/interesting in the reading for today? 

· What is so important about The Kite Runner quote to the overall story? 

· How are the two quotes similar/different? 

· Does it make a difference that Eric is a first generation American and Amir is a true immigrant? Are there experiences similar in any way? 

· When have you felt like you didn’t quite belong? Why did you feel that way? How did you fell about that? 

· How does your book cover relate to the book or quotes given? 

BILINGUAL/ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATIONS

· If possible I will give the two Spanish speaking students a handout in Spanish allowing them to better understand what I’m expecting of them. 

· Because this is a creative project I have a lot of visual items to show them if they are feeling lost.  I may further explain my own example or the front cover of Eric Liu’s book for clarification. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS

· For the student with a hearing disability I think the best accommodation to give would be to give more detailed instructions on a handout.  What I explain in class about my own example and the book cover will be roughly transcribed. 

· For the student with ADHD I would try to give the assignment in more of a step-by-step process.  He would get the directions just like everyone else but maybe I would give him the paper for his book cover first and ask him to sketch the drawing.  Then when he finished sketching he could come up to get markers or colored pencils to finish it off. 

ASSESSMENT

· For this assignment I’m looking for the students’ ability to relate portions of the book to other readings and to their own lives.  I will ask questions that test that comprehension in the discussion section looking for participation and understanding of the concepts of immigration, and feeling like an outsider. 

· I will assess everyone’s book covers based on creativity, neatness, and most importantly that they display an aspect of the student’s identity that they struggle with.  For those students that present theirs to the class I will give extra points based on their ability to tie their own experiences on their cover to the books in some way. 

EXTENSION IDEAS

· Write a one page compare and contrast paper about the two quotes, giving examples of how their lives differ in America and how their realization of their experiences may be similar/different. 

· Write a poem or narrative that accompanies your book cover and explains the significance of your illustrations. 

SOURCE OF ACTIVITY

Thank you to Professor Willis for allowing us to push ourselves to create such a detailed unit plan.  Thank you to the members of my group for helping me with ideas on this lesson. 

RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

Eric Liu, Accidental Asian

Khaled Hosseini, The Kite Runner 

ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL(S) AND LEARNING STANDARD(S)

1.B.5a Relate reading to prior knowledge and experience and make connections to related information.

Students will have to compare and contrast the experiences of Amir and Eric in the quotes given and the portion of The Kite Runner that they have already read.  They will have to relate the themes of feeling different to their own lives and finally be able to defend how their own experiences connect to the discussions they have had about the novels. 

1.C.5c Critically evaluate information from multiple sources.

Students will have to use their knowledge from The Kite Runner and apply it to the quote they get from another piece of text they are unfamiliar with.  They have to make connections based on theme and character traits. 

4.B.5b Use speaking skills to participate in and lead group discussions; analyze the effectiveness of the spoken interactions based upon the ability of the group to achieve its goals.

Students must first participate and listen to others in a whole group discussion about the two quotes given.  They must be able to make judgments about the quotes given based on the comments made by their peers and continue a thread of thinking that someone else has started. 

REFLECTION

I think that this lesson is a great way to look at the struggles people have with their identity.  I wanted to have group discussion first to make sure that the students understood the similarities and differences between the two quotes.  Because the Accidental Asian book is nonfiction they will be able to see the real-life struggles a person can have with their identity.  They will then do a fun, more informal activity with the book covers that is less intimidating than writing a formal paper.  I think this will allow them to be more honest and deep about what they feel uncomfortable writing out maybe.  I think that if I were going to change this assignment I might want to do it in two days so that I could set up Eric Liu’s book better.  I feel like I won’t have as much time as I want to help them grasp the concepts in his book so that they can relate it to the novel they are reading in class.  I would probably have excerpts that we read in class rather than one paragraph. 

