TITLE

Film as Literature: Looking at dancing scene from The Kite Runner movie and comparing it to the book

TIME

This lesson will take place in a typical 50 minute class period

SETTING

This is an 11th grade, required English class.  The students are heterogeneous as far as academic levels.  There are 25 students in the class- 18 female, 7 male.  Two of the students need special accommodations- one with a severe hearing disability and the other with ADHD.  Two of the students speak Spanish as their first language.  There are four African American students, 3 Asian American students and 2 Latino/a students, with the rest being Caucasian.  

OBJECTIVES

· Students will analyze the effect book-to-film adaptations have on interpreting a work and its meaning. 

· Students will use the film to discuss a difficult/controversial scene in the book. 

· Students will write their feelings as well as their critical thoughts on what this scene means to them and to the overall meaning of the novel. 

BACKGROUND

Students will have read almost the entire novel at this point and will have encountered very graphic and violent scenes.  They will have already silently discussed these in writing and orally so they will know what is expected of them from discussion.  The day before this lesson they will have watched the stoning scene from the movie as well.  They will have done almost the same format as this lesson so this will be more practice in analyzing the film interpretation and their own feelings about hard topics.  This scene, in which Sohrab is introduced and dressed up with bells on his feet and forced to dance for Assif, will be particularly difficult because there is no overt violence occurring although it is very difficult material.

MATERIALS

· The Kite Runner, by Khaled Hosseini 

· The Kite Runner (film) 

· TV and DVD player 

PREPARATIONS

· I will need to rent the movie a couple days before this lesson. 

· I will need to check out a TV and DVD player from the library to watch the clips on. 

· I will need to arrange beforehand with the librarian to allow students to go to the library if they feel uncomfortable with the content of the scene for this day. 

PROCEDURES

· We will discuss first reactions to the reading for today (10 minutes) 

· I will read the scene where Sohrab dances out loud while students think critically about what is happening in this scene, jotting down notes if necessary (2 minutes) 

· We will discuss this particular scene and what forces are at play politically, socially, and just from a human standpoint. (10 minutes) 

· I will show the clip from the movie that illustrates this particular scene asking the students to take note of anything interesting they see: similarities or differences to the book description, lighting, whether there is music or other sounds of interest, etc. (5 minutes) 

· Students will journal for a few minutes about the things they noticed (this will be counted in the participation category) (5-8 minutes) 

· Students will share what they saw in the book and we will look at the scene and the book scene together discussing how effective the movie was in its portrayal of the book. (15 minutes) 

DISCUSSION IDEAS

· What was your first reaction to the reading for today? What stood out? Did anything bother you or surprise you? 

· Why do you think Hosseini included the dancing scene in the book? 

· What forces are at play in this particular scene? 

· How do these themes tie in to what we have already read? 

· Do you see any similarities or differences between the movie and the book? 

· Did they capture the themes we discussed? 

· What else was interesting in the movie clip 

BILINGUAL/ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATIONS

· If possible I will give a summary of the scene in Spanish so that they can follow the story before we watch the film. 

· We will be watching the movie clip of the scene we discuss so I think the ESL students will grasp the meaning of the scene from the visual interpretation. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS

· The student with the hearing disability will be able to understand the scene in the movie through subtitles. 

· The student with ADHD may need to be put closer to the TV to watch the film so that he doesn’t get distracted by other things in the classroom and can focus on the film. 

ASSESSMENTS

· Students will be given participation points today.  I will assess them mainly from their journal entries they turn in at the end of class for me to read.  I will look for their opinion on the film version of the scene we read.  I will particularly be looking for the similarities or differences they see between the book and film and any visual techniques they notice that the director used to convey meaning. 

· I will assess students on the quality of their discussion of this difficult scene.  I will try to force them to look at the controversial topics in a mature way while still feeling like they can give their opinions. 

EXTENSION IDEAS

· Students could write a 2 page paper in class about one of the two scenes we watched and the effectiveness of the film version to convey the meaning Hosseini was striving for in his novel. 

· For extra credit they could do a film of their own expressing their ideas about the scene. 

SOURCES OF ACTIVITY

Thank you to Professor Willis for allowing us to push ourselves to create such a detailed unit plan.  Thank you to the members of my group for helping me with ideas on this lesson.

RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

The Kite Runner, by Khaled Hosseini

The Kite Runner (film)

ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL(S) AND LEARNING STANDARD(S)

1.B.5c Analyze the defining characteristics and structures of a variety of complex literary genres and describe how genre affects the meaning and function of the texts.

Students will look at film as a literary genre and compare exact scenes from the film to the book noting similarities and differences.  They will analyze whether the genre of film does the scene justice, providing enough visual information to convey the meaning that the author was striving for in the novel. 

1.C.5b Analyze and defend an interpretation of text.

Students will have to look at the film interpretation of a scene from the book and analyze the effectiveness of it.  They will have to defend or discredit the interpretation they see.

2.B.5b Apply knowledge gained from literature as a means of understanding contemporary and historical economic, social and political issues and perspectives.

Students will have to use their knowledge of the themes and culture surrounding this book to discuss what is occurring in this particular scene.  They will look at the political and social undertones to the scene and discuss the reasons behind why events occur the way they do.

REFLECTION

I think film is a very important genre to look at within the scope of English Language Arts.  People often take film as an easy way out for teaching but I think it can be a valuable tool especially in a society that is so reliant on the visual.  As long as I guide my students, asking them to look at particular aspects of the film to analyze its effectiveness then they will get something out of watching it.  I think also discussing the controversy surrounding the film would be a great way to discuss the problems in this scene because social constructs are a huge part of it.   
 

