Name ____________________                                                                                                                               Date __________  

Directions: For each passage given from “House on Mango Street” identify which literary device (simile, metaphor, personification, or hyperbole) is used.   Also underline each device within the passage.   There may be more than one device in these passages.

1. “But the house on Mango Street is not the way they told it at all.   It’s small and red with tight steps in front and windows so small you’d think they were holding their breath.   Bricks are crumbling in places, and the front door is so swollen you have to push hard to get in (page 4).” 

            Literary Device: _____________________

2. “Someday I will have a best friend all my own.   One I can tell my secrets to.   One who will understand my jokes without my having to explain them.   Until then I am a red balloon, a balloon tied to an anchor (page 9).” 

Literary Device: _____________________

3. “Only a house quiet as snow, a space for myself to go, clean as paper before the poem (page 108).” 

Literary Device: _____________________

4. “Meanwhile that boy who is my cousin by first communion or something asks me to dance and I can’t.   Just stuff my feet under the metal folding chair stamped Precious Blood and pick on a wad of brown gum that’s stuck beneath the seat.   I shake my head no.   My feet growing bigger and bigger (page 47).” 

Literary Device: _____________________

5. “He has two little black dogs that go everywhere with him.   They don’t walk like ordinary dogs, but leap and somersault like an apostrophe and comma (page 71).” 

Literary Device: _____________________

6. “They are the only ones who understand me.  I am the only one that understands them.   Four skinny trees with skinny necks and pointy elbows like mine. Four who don’t belong here but are here.   Four raggedy excuses planted by the city.   From our room we can hear them, but Nenny just sleeps and doesn’t appreciate these things.   Their strength is secret.   They send ferocious roots beneath the ground.   They grow up and they grow down and grab the earth between their hairy toes and bite the sky with violent teeth and never quite their anger.   This is how they keep (page 74).” 

Literary Device(s): ___________________

                                         ___________________

